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A Biblical Theology for  

Restoring our Role in Caring for Creation 
 

By Rod Olson, CBWC’s Coordinator for Refugees, Continuing Pastoral Education & 

College Partnerships 

 

Creation is the context and parameter for our shared life together. It captures our imagination 

as the opening pages of the Bible and provides a vision of renewal for the final pages as well.   

It is impossible to describe our way of life in this created world without first looking at our 

assumptions and beliefs about how history will end. Michael W. Goheen highlights several 

views of the end in his article, (Re)New(ed) Creation: The End of the Story.1 He describes two 

cultural views: annihilation, where the world and human life ceases to exist; or a new world 

order is achieved by science or technology or capitalism or democracy or... .  The view one 

holds will dictate how one lives. For example, if all is going to be lost or annihilated, then it is 

easy to see how hedonism and overconsumption ensure immediate enjoyment. On the other 

hand, if one sees a new world order being achieved by some technique or system of thought, 

they will devote their lives to that cause in order to see it take place. 

That may help us understand the world in which we live, but Goheen also describes two 

different approaches within Christian belief and action. Firstly, if one believes that the earth will 

be destroyed and we live forever in a spiritual heaven, then evangelism is the only activity with 

lasting significance. However, if one believes that God will restore this earth, then care for 

creation-alongside evangelism- will be part of our mission.   

Five categories of thought encourage us to see the care of creation as an integral part of our 

mission as Canadian Baptists.   

1. Creation is Good 

The repeated refrain found in the first book of Genesis, “and God saw that it was good” (vs 10, 

12, 18, 21, 25, 31) highlights the goodness of what God created. The Psalms remind us often 

that the earth is the Lord’s and that creation itself speaks to the glory of God (Ps 8, 19, 24, 104, 

148, Rom. 1:20). However it is our belief in the incarnation which ensures that we never doubt 

                                                        
1
 Goheen, (Re)New(ed) Creation: The End of the Story. http://www.biblicaltheology.ca/about/articles/ 
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the goodness of the material world; Jesus, the perfect Son of God, chose a human body to live 

out his days on earth. All of Creation is Good. 

2. Yes to the Power of 4 (Yes4) 

Our good creation was also marred. Chaos is once again given access to our world as we see 
humans seeking autonomy from God or living in rebellion to the purposes of God.  Genesis 3 
shows us the shattering effects of sin in four broken relationships: with God (3:8,23), with self 
(3:6,7), with others (3:12, 16) and with creation (3:17). The story of God is a long and winding 
road of redemption, with the goal of removing sin and its effects so that the good creation can 
once again be the kingdom of God. When we say Yes to God, we are saying yes to involve 
ourselves in the redemption of these four broken relationships. When we engage in any of 
these activities we are living in concert with the redemptive plans of God.  

3. The Presence of God 

It is easy for us to miss the priority of the presence of God when our focus is on something 
more tangible.  When Abram was encouraged to leave his country and trust God’s leading, 
despite having no son, it was easy for him to miss God saying, “I am your shield, your very great 
reward” (Gen 15:1). Or when Moses was about to receive the Ten Commandments, God’s 
desire for relationship depicted in the words, “I carried you on eagles' wings and brought you to 
myself,” seems to have been forgotten under the heaviness of the tablets.  Our hope of a 
tangible heaven can lead us away from our call to dwell in God’s presence. In John’s gospel, he 
describes Jesus’ message of many rooms in heaven. David Lawrence has offered a paraphrase 
of this passage (John 14:2-3) that better presents the context: 

In my Father’s presence [i.e. house] there is room for all. As I go to the Father via the cross, I 
prepare the means for you to enter his presence wherever you may find yourselves (italics 
mine). Having opened the way for you to enjoy the same intimacy with the Father that you 
have seen me enjoy, I will return to you in the form of the Spirit, so that even whilst you live 
on earth you will share with me in the heavenly places.”2 

This becomes important when thinking about creation as we are reminded that our work, and 

the fruit that we are to produce, is about the life we live now in the presence of God. We are 

living heaven now, and eternity, what is not yet, will be an extension of all that is good now.  

                                                        
2
 Lawrence, 33. See Lesslie Newbigin, The Light Has Come: An Exposition of the Fourth Gospel, 177-182. 
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Writer Gary Thomas highlights the importance of creation as a tool of engaging in the presence 

of God in his book Sacred Pathways when he describes one of the nine pathways of connecting 

to God as that of being in creation. 

4. Re“New”ed Creation 

When we read the Bible’s description of a new heaven and a new earth (Is. 65:17, 2 Pet. 3:13, 

Rev. 21:1) there are a couple things we need to keep in mind. Firstly, there are two different 

words in Greek that are translated as “new; kainos and neos. Kainos refers to ‘new in nature or 

quality’ whereas neos refers to ‘new in terms of time or origin.’  With kainos as the word used 

here, our “new” heaven and “new” earth can be understood as renewed, and not brand new. 

This is the same impulse behind the work of people becoming re“new”ed creations (2 Cor. 

5:17).  

Secondly, the language of 2 Peter refers to everything being destroyed by fire. This has led 

many Christians to disregard the need for creation care. This is problematic when considering 

God’s pronouncement of creation as “good” and “very good.” The Bible describes the use of 

fire of judgment for annihilation or purification. Both ideas could be conveyed in 2 Peter but 

when we look at the big picture, the total destruction of the earth gives the victory in the end 

to Satan and not to God. We must understand the fire here to be purification of sin as opposed 

to total destruction.  If sin and its consequences touch all of creation and the only way to save 

that creation is to destroy it, then it is like the doctor who finds euthanasia as the cure for his 

patient struggling with a virus. It is inconsistent with who the doctor is. 

5. God’s Invitation 

The focus of the creation account is on humanity and our role in this cosmos. The church has 

been seen as part of the problem in regards to creation, due to our insistence on being given 

dominion. We must keep in mind that the first audience for this passage was a group of slaves 

that needed to know that an empowered life, rather than an overpowered life was possible. 

This provides background to the discussion of imago dei as well. The technical term is 

plenipotentiary, which means that we are God’s stand-in, God’s representatives. It flows from 

an Ancient Near East ceremony in which the King would blow on a statue that was destined as a 

marker for his expanding territory. When the original audience- the Israelite slaves who had just 

left Egypt- heard the phrase “made in the image and likeness” they knew that they had been 

made for a purpose and not for themselves. They were delegated representatives; dominion is 
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a word about what we are capable of contributing, not about what we are owed or deserve as 

rights. 

What can we do? 

Practice Awe. Creation always offers us the invitation to awe and reverence for the creativity of 

the Creator.  Job 38-41 a great example. Planet Earth series. Walk in a forest with a young child. 

Work in the dirt. Plant a garden and be reminded of humanity’s relationship to the earth. “The 

Lord God formed man /adam/ from the dust of the ground /adama/ (Gen 2:7). Human – Humus 

Incorporate Art.  The extravagant creativity of God invites us to nurture the role of beauty and 

arts as a part of our personal, ecclesiastic and social lives. 

Live simply. The vitality of the earth is in part dependent on living lives that avoid wastefulness 

and overconsumption and pollution. 

Rehearse the concept of Enough. Our finite earth will benefit as more of us learn what Enough 

is- how to live with it, eat it, own it, purchase it, use it.  

Rod Olson’s theological reflection on restoring our role in caring for creation was written in 

response to a request from the CBWC’s Justice and Mercy Network.  Although this paper reflects 

his personal theological reflections and is not official CBWC policy, the CBWC is grateful for this 

reflection and affirms its content as a resource to promote theological reflection and 

discussion.    

This material is intended for workshops and group studies and may be printed and re-used for 

these purposes without seeking permission, but please note the CBWC as the source. 
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Study Questions 

For 

Restoring our Role in Caring for Creation 

"All of creation is good." Is this to say that goodness is inherent in all things? Do you agree 
or disagree? Why? 

What does redemption, or the mending of what was broken, look like in your life? 

If the sky was the limit, what do you dream of us accomplishing as far as God's redemptive 
purposes go? (Look at Psalm 8, John 14:12) 

How can we be together in ways that affirm rather than destroy life? 

How do you relate to the concept that “We are living heaven now, and in eternity, what is 
not yet will be an extension of all that is good now”? 
 
The ideas of re”new”ed creation and fire of Purification may challenge some long-held 
traditions. How do you think we are invited by God to work with Him toward those ideals? 
 
Name some ways that you have experienced the goodness of creation. How have you 
discovered the presence of God within it? 
 
Name some ways that you have experienced the marred-ness of creation. How might you 
participate with God in the redemption of creation? 
 
How do you understand the word “dominion” in relation to the place of humanity in 
creation? What are the implications of this for how you care for creation? 

Practice Awe. Work in dirt. Incorporate art. Live simply. Rehearse 'Enough.'  In what ways 
are you already intentional in living toward any of these elements? Is there one on this list 
that is beckoning you to begin incorporating into your life to some greater extent? 

This material is intended for workshops and group studies and may be printed and re-used for these 
purposes without seeking permission, but please note the CBWC as the source. 
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Fact Sheet: Environment 

Climate Change 

Climate change is the long-lasting and significant change in local and global weather 
patterns.  Some of it is caused naturally by processes occurring in our oceans, variations in 
solar radiation and events like volcanic eruptions.  Almost all climate scientists agree that 
climate change is accelerating because of human actions, particularly the rapid introduction 
of carbon dioxide and other gasses into the atmosphere due to emissions from fossil fuel 
combustion. Ozone depletion, animal agriculture and deforestation are other human-
induced causes of climate change.  Evidence for climate change exists from historical 
surface temperature records from the mid-19th Century onwards. For earlier periods, 
evidence is available indirectly from scientific test such as ice core samples, archaeological 
evidence and historical accounts. Climate change is considered irreversible. 

While no single weather event can be attributed to climate change, the impacts of climate 
change include  changes in trends, such as an increased frequency of severe storms like 
hurricanes, melting of polar icecaps, and rising sea levels The impacts of climate change are 
not uniform: some areas of the globe will be hotter, some cooler, some drier, some wetter.  
While many areas, such as low-lying land near oceans may be negatively impacted by 
climate change, some areas may benefit. For example, northern Canada may benefit from 
longer growing seasons.   

In Canada, evidence of climate change can be seen in the opening of the Northwest 
Passage, melting permafrost, hotter weather, droughts, and increased growth of trees in 
the north. 

Source: Wikipedia 

Air Pollution 

Air pollution is the introduction of contaminating particles to the earth’s atmosphere. These 
can cause disease and death among humans, animals and crops and can damage both the 
natural and humanly-built environment.   Examples of air pollutants include chemicals such 
as sulfur oxides (which cause acid rain), nitrous oxides and carbon monoxide caused by 
fossil fuel combustion, volatile organic compounds (VOCs), ammonia from agricultural 
processes and radioactive chemicals.      
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Air pollutants are generally emitted into the atmosphere by stationary sources, such as 
factories, and mobile sources, such as cars and trucks.  Some air pollutants are released by 
natural causes, such as wildfires and volcanic eruptions. 

Air pollution is most commonly experienced as smog in cities, where it can have negative 
effects on the population’s ability to breathe, particularly in the elderly, people with asthma 
or respiratory disorders, and children.  The toxic effects of air pollution are also evident in 
the discoloration of buildings or the acidification of lakes and soils. 

Source:  Wikipedia 

Water Pollution 

Water pollution is the contamination of oceans, lakes, rivers, groundwater and aquifers by 
pollutants in sufficient quantity to damage or kill species that either live in or depend upon 
the water for survival.  Water pollution is considered the world’s leading cause of death and 
disease, killing 14,000 people daily.1  Although the problem is most acute in developing 
countries, there are about 1,400 boil water advisories in Canada at any given time.2  Water 
pollution can be caused by the permitted, planned or accidental release of chemicals into 
the water by industry, vehicles, sewage treatment systems and storm drains.  Some of the 
most damaging pollutants include sulfur dioxides from power plants, ammonia, nitrates and 
phosphates from fertilizers, heavy metals and chemicals from prescription drugs.    

Source:  Wikipedia 

Habitat Destruction 

Habitat destruction includes a wide range of activities that destroy the water or land-based 
environment or reduce bio-diversity.  It is often caused by resource extraction, such as 
mining, logging and deforestation, conversion of land for agriculture, or by urban sprawl.  
Most habitat destruction is driven by the rise in global population and the accompanying 
increase in the need for land for urbanization, agriculture, housing and transportation 
infrastructure, and resource extraction. 

                                                             
1 West, Larry "World Water Day: A Billion People Worldwide Lack Safe Drinking Water".  
March 26, 2006. http://water.wikia.com/wiki/Water_pollution  

2 www.marketwire.com  

http://environment.about.com/od/environmentalevents/a/waterdayqa.htm
http://water.wikia.com/wiki/Water_pollution
http://www.marketwire.com/
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Habitat destruction makes it more difficult for species to survive and often leads to the 
extinction of species.  Habitat destruction is most noticeable in places like tropical 
rainforests:  of the 16 million square kilometres of rain forest that used to exist, only 9 
million square kilometres exist today, resulting in the loss of ecosystems and the extinction 
of hundreds of species.  Most than 50% of US wetlands have been destroyed in the past 200 
years.    

Habitat destruction makes humans (and all species) more vulnerable to the negative effects 
of floods, erosion, natural disasters, drought and the spread of disease.  It also negatively 
impacts the ability of the earth to regulate its climate.  

Source: Wikipedia 

Population Growth 

Population growth generally refers to the rapid increase in the human population, from 1 
billion souls in 1800 to 7 billion in 2012.  It is considered an environmental problem because 
it creates increasing demands on the earth’s capacity to adequately support the basic needs 
for human survival:  food and clean water.  Population growth is fueled by higher birth 
rates, lower death rates, increased agricultural productivity and advances in medical 
science.   

Policies to control population growth are highly controversial.  For example, China has long 
had a one-child policy.  Since some developing countries have particularly high rates of 
population growth, many attempts to control population in these countries have been 
subjected to charges of racism. 

Source: Wikipedia 

May 2013 

The contents of this paper are intended as an information resource for general understanding on the 
subject. Reasonable efforts have been made to ensure accuracy at the time of publication. Readers 
are advised to check the accuracy and currency of all information for themselves. 

This material is intended for workshops and group studies and may be printed and re-used for these 
purposes without seeking permission, but please note the CBWC as the source. 
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Reading Resources on the Environment 

Websites 

A Rocha www.arocha.ca  

Evangelical Environmental Network www.creationcare.org  

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change www.ipcc.ch  

David Suzuki Foundation www.davidsuzuki.org  

Global Issues www.globalissues.org  

International Institute for Sustainable Development www.iisd.org  

Books 

Acton Institute.  Environmental Stewardship in the Judeo-Christian Tradition: Jewish, 
Catholic, and Protestant Wisdom on the Environment.  Acton Institute, 2007.  

Atkinson, David John.  Renewing the Face of the Earth: A Theological and Pastoral Response 
to Climate Change.  Canterbury Press, 2008.  

Ball, Jim.  Global Warming and the Risen LORD: Christian Discipleship and Climate Change .  
Evangelical Environmental Network, 2010. 

Bouma-Prediger, Steven.  For the Beauty of the Earth: A Christian Vision for Creation Care 
(Engaging Culture).  Baker Academic, 2001.  

Brundtland Commission.  Our Common Future, The World Commission on Environment and 
Development.  1987. 

Carroll, Caroline and Carroll, Michael.  I Love God's Green Earth: Devotions for Kids Who 
Want to Take Care of God's Creation. Tyndale Kids, 2010.   

Erlandson, Doug. The Making of a Christian Counterculture. Amazon Digital Services, 2012 

Gottlieb, Roger S.  A Greener Faith: Religious Environmentalism and Our Planet's Future.  
Oxford University Press, 2009. 

http://www.arocha.ca/
http://www.creationcare.org/
http://www.ipcc.ch/
http://www.davidsuzuki.org/
http://www.globalissues.org/
http://www.iisd.org/
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Hayward, Steven F. Mere Environmentalism: A Biblical Perspective on Humans and the 
Natural World.   Aie Press, 2010.  

Jenkins, Willis.  Ecologies of Grace: Environmental Ethics and Christian Theology.  Oxford 
University Press, 2008. 

Sabin, Scott.  Tending to Eden: Environmental Stewardship for God's People.  Judson Press, 
2010. 

Scott, Lindy.  Christians, the Care of Creation, and Global Climate Change.  Wipf & Stock, 
2008. 

Steiner-Aeschliman, Sherrie.  The Integrated Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of 
Environmentalism.   Dissertation.com, 1999. 

Story, Dan.  Should Christians be Environmentalists?  Helping Christians see Why Caring for 
the Earth Matters.  Kregel, 2012. 

May 2013 

The contents of this paper are intended as an information resource for general understanding on the 
subject. Reasonable efforts have been made to ensure accuracy at the time of publication. Readers 
are advised to check the accuracy and currency of all information for themselves. 

This material is intended for workshops and group studies and may be printed and re-used for these 
purposes without seeking permission, but please note the CBWC as the source. 
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