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      Now is the Time to Believe Autumn 2017 

“God is at work!” No preacher would be surprised at that statement. Well, no 

preacher would be surprised at hearing that statement in a sermon, but then 

many of us do a double take when we actually see Him work. 

Here is an example. This month it was a privilege to go to the open house for 

the new sanctuary of First Baptist Church, Ponoka.  The story is that twelve 

years ago, they started a dream team to work on how their facilities could be 

expanded to meet their needs.  Plans were drawn up which included tearing 

down the existing sanctuary. Also, three houses around the church were pur-

chased for parking.  The plans were drawn up and the fundraising began. But 

there didn’t seem to be a passion for the plans. They were redrawn and still 

things did not feel right. This year, things went in a new direction.  It started 

with a literal dream from a member of the building committee: let’s keep the 

existing building and build a sanctuary to the west of the church addition. The 

committee met and investigated this possibility. This vision caught fire. A third 

set of plans was drawn up and on April 2, the ground breaking took place. On 

September 17th, almost a month earlier than planned, the dedication service 

was held and celebrated.  God has done a work and we have seen it with our 

eyes. 

We read in Scripture that nothing is impossible with God. Again this may be 

what we recite, but in the shallow depths of our faith level, we may come up 

short believing it in our day. We live in a time when the people of God need to 

be shining lights. We live in a time where people are fearful of bombs, fearful 

and even hateful of the diversity within our culture, fearful of uncertain eco-

nomics holding our future plans, and even a fearfulness to share Jesus. 

Where are the people who started singing when they went forth to face three 

armies and almost certain death? (Read about Jehoshaphat.) Where are the 

(Continued on page 2) 

 

It’s not too  

late  to join! 

Upcoming Events 

77 Days of Prayer 
     October 1, 2017 
           Click here for details:  
        http://cbwc.ca/resources/prayer/  

Women in Focus Retreat 
     Jasper, AB 
     October  13-15, 2017 
            Click here for details: 
     womeninfocusatcbwc.wordpress.com/  

Pastors and Spouses Conference 
     Banff, AB 
     November 6-9, 2017 

Click here to register: 
http://cbwc.ca/events/bpc/  

 
Save the Dates 

AB/NT Ministry Retreat 
     Gull Lake Centre, AB 
     February 5-7, 2018 
     Speaker: Joel Thiessen 

Potential Impact 
      April 26-29, 2018 
      Keats Camps, BC 

Alberta Regional Office: Dennis Stone, Sue Hunter, 

Sam Breakey 

http://cbwc.ca/resources/prayer/
https://womeninfocusatcbwc.wordpress.com/
http://cbwc.ca/events/bpc/
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people who stood before the unbelieving king and said, “Our 

God is able to deliver us, but even if He does not ….”? (Read 

about Shadrack, Meshach, and Abednego.) Where are the 

people who are willing to go and be captured and shipped off 

for almost certain judgment and punishment? (Read about 

the Apostle Paul.) These stories of faith are not told to us in 

order that we memorialize the past, but that we have that 

level of faith today. 

As I watch the news and talk to people, I hear of the hard-

ships due to earthquakes, of losses due to hurricanes, of the 

potentiality of international battles, and of injustices on 

worksites and within local neighbourhoods. In the midst of 

this I may feel quite paralyzed to act because I am a privi-

leged white guy (which I am), or because my influence is so 

small, or because the needed tasks seem so great… seeming-

ly even beyond definition.  

In spite of these things I must step before my God and say, 

“Lord, let me be a person of faith and not fear. You 

have the right to own my every step. You know I am 

imperfect, weak, and uncreative. Let me know you 

can do the impossible. God, I acknowledge my ways 

are not your ways, so humbly I ask you to give me a 

heart that sees more as you do. Help me love my 

enemies, my friends, and my neighbour. Lord, in-

crease my faith in this day and age when others are 

needing you so very much. Let me be a light within 

this generation.” 

Now is the time to believe. 

Your co-worker, praying this prayer for 77 days,  

 

 

 

 
CBWC Alberta Regional Minister  
and Settlement Coordinator  
dstone@cbwc.ca  

Follow Dennis on Twitter or on his blog:                           
www.rockpileca.wordpress.com  

(“Now is the Time to Believe” Continued from page 1)  

Alberta Regional Office 

#212, 9333 - 50th Street  

Edmonton, Alberta T6B 2L5 

Phone  780.462.2176 

Toll Free 1.800.474.6018 

Fax 780.465.6078 

abarea@cbwc.ca 

www.cbwc.ca 

Above: FBC Ponoka, Fireside Room 

Below: FBC Ponoka, Sanctuary 

mailto:dstone@cbwc.ca
http://www.rockpileca.wordpress.com
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 First Baptist Church, Olds, Celebrates 
              125 Years of God’s Faithfulness!  
First Baptist Church in Olds, Alberta turned 125 years this year!  
The church recently celebrated its anniversary on the weekend of 
June 24-25 with a banquet, music program, Reader’s Theatre, 
and a special church service, complete with BBQ lunch and kids 
activities.  It was a packed event complete with members, visi-
tors, and civic leaders in attendance. The church’s theme 
throughout the weekend was “Celebrating God’s Faithfulness”. 

First Baptist, Olds began the first Sunday of July in 1892 when a 
Baptist minister, Reverend James Samis who was educated at 
Woodstock College in Ontario (later McMaster Divinity College), 
held a church service in a log farm house on the northeast part of 
Olds.  As the congregation grew, the church purchased the 

town’s schoolhouse in 1903, which became its home for the next 
56 years.  Over the years the building was renovated, then sold in 
1959, and a new church was  built on the corner of 50th Street 
and 53rd Avenue, with an addition and new sanctuary built in 
1996.  Today, attendance averages 525 people with 2 services 
held Sunday morning, except for summer when it holds one ser-
vice weekly. 

 
As the church enters its 125th year, the congregation and pastors 
are thankful to the Lord for His faithfulness over the years, and 
stand as a church committed to the proclamation of the Word of 
God, with a passion for God and a love for all people!  

 

 

Westview Baptist Church (Calgary) 

celebrated the burning of their mortgage on Sunday, 
June 25.  During the past 11 years of Building Cam-
paigns, they raised $5,000,000 for their building reno-
vations  and a tithe that went beyond themselves of 
$500,000 to Gull Lake, the Mustard Seed, Neighbor-
hood Outreach, Building 9, other Churches in Mexico 
& India, and Church Planting. 

 

Dayle Medgett (Senior Pastor),  Dave Watt, Dick Walker, Tim MacKay (3rd 

& 4th Campaign Chair), Steve Harmer (1st & 2nd Campaign Chair) 

Confetti Canon!!  
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77 Days of Prayer 
Too often I come up with ideas, and from those ideas 
make decisions, and from those decisions create 
plans, and then I stop and ask God to bless them. I 
know, it’s backwards. If we really believe that God 
has gone before us, then we need to begin by asking 
Him for those ideas, the things we should do, the 
plans that He has for us, and then to be attentive to 
the way He directs us. 

It’s my delight to invite you to join with us for 77 
days of prayer and discernment. We would love you 
and your church or ministry to join together with 
the CBWC Board and the CBWC Executive Staff in 
committing to 11 weeks of praying for God’s lead-
ing for our denomination, starting October 1, 2017. 
I realize that God isn’t dependent upon our prayers 
to act, but I can’t help but wonder what it would 
sound like to Him to have His people from 170 
churches and ministries all asking Him at the same 
time for the direction He would have us take for the 
next five years. 

Will you join together with us as we earnestly listen 
and discern for God’s leading, and from that—by 
faith—seek His blessing? 

Serving with you, for Him! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rob Ogilvie 
Executive Minister 
Canadian Baptists of Western Canada 

 

For links to prayer material, click here: 

http://cbwc.ca/resources/prayer/  

 

Nathan Friedt was or-

dained at First Baptist 

Church Peace River on 

Sunday, September 24. 

Rev. Michael Hayes (of 

Calvary Baptist Church 

and former Board Mem-

ber) represented the 

CBWC.  

 

Congratulations Nathan! 

 

Rev. Sam Breakey partici-

pated in the ordination 

ceremony for Olutayo Ste-

phen Shodipo at McLaurin 

Memorial Baptist Church in 

Edmonton on July 23, 

2017. Rev. Shodipo is or-

dained with the Nigerian 

Baptist Convention. 

Zion Baptist Church (Edmonton) is now fully equipped with solar panels! 

http://cbwc.ca/resources/prayer/
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Herman (Herb) Peter Kroeker of Calgary, en-
tered eternal life suddenly at the age of 79 
years. He will be lovingly remembered by his 
wife Kathy of 53 years, daughter Leanne, 
(Adrian Gili) and granddaughters Ava, Carissa, 
and Kalaya, son Curtis, (Jessica McDermott), 
granddaughter Caitlin, and grandson Finn. His 
legacy will live on in his many real estate de-
velopments in Calgary and elsewhere, the con-
tinued good work of the many organizations 
he served as a Board Member (including the 
Mustard Seed and Gull Lake), and most nota-
bly, his family. A Celebration of Life was held 
at Bonavista Baptist Church on August 28. 

 

 

Save the date for Potential Impact! 

  

 

     April 26-29, 2018 

     Keats Camps, BC 

 

 

 

Every generation needs to encounter Jesus, rise up, and put faith 
into action.  Potential Impact is a retreat for those between 
grade 11 and age 24 who are interested in exploring and discuss-
ing the call of Jesus in their life.  

If you are in this age group, you will be joined by peers and 
coaches who are concerned for your future – your Potential Im-
pact.   They will help you hear and clarify the call of Jesus in your 
life.  

If you are a church leader, determine who among your young 
adults will profit from this experience and do everything in your 
power to see they come! 

 

Comments from 2017 participants: 

“I was able to answer some questions and really look back at my 
life to see where I should go from now.” 

“I don't know the exact details of my direction, but I do know that 
I am to make the most of where I am.” 

“I've known where God is calling me, however I've been trying to 
not go there. This weekend helped to accept the calling.” 

Pastor Dean Haugan (Leduc Community Baptist Church) and wife Jennifer cele-

brate the birth of their daughter, Daidrie Anna, born on June 21, 2017. 
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CBWC TRANSITIONS  

Moving On in Alberta Region  

Jonathon Shierman 
Associate, Youth 

First Baptist Church, 
Calgary, AB 

August 31 

Retiring in AB Region   

Art Hildebrandt 
Senior Pastor 

Faith Community Baptist 
Claresholm, AB 

October 31 

   

Settlements in Alberta Region   

Leah Seguin 
Music Director 

Braemar Baptist, 
Edmonton, AB 

August 1 

Majd AlAjji 
Young Adults 

Westview Baptist, 
Calgary, AB 

September 1 

Heather Hiebert 
Senior Pastor 

Community Baptist, 
Cold Lake, AB 

September 1 

Tyler Graftaas 
Senior Pastor 

Crescent Heights, 
Calgary, AB 

September 3 

Ken Bender 
Pastoral Care 

McLaurin Memorial, 
Edmonton, AB 

November 1 

 
VACANCIES  

Alberta Region  

Charlie Lake Community  
Charlie Lake, BC 

Senior Pastor 

Sonrise Community  
Calgary, AB 

Interim, Senior (PT) 

GoodTree Christian Fellowship 
Calgary, AB 

Children’s Minister 

  

BCY Region  

Kitimat First Baptist  
Kitimat, BC 

Senior Pastor 

West Vancouver Baptist 
West Vancouver, BC 

Lead Pastor 

Kitsilano Christian Community 
Vancouver, BC 

Senior Pastor 

Summerland Baptist Church 
Summerland, BC 

Lead Ministry Pastor 

U-Campus Baptist Church 
Vancouver, BC 

Pastor (Mandarin) 

  

Heartland Region   

Strathclair Baptist Church 
Strathclair, MB 

Pastor 

Faith Community Baptist  
Souris, MB 

Pastor 

Virden Baptist Church 
Virden, MB 

Pastor 

Willowlake Baptist Church 
Winnipeg, MB 

Lead Pastor 

First Baptist Church 
Portage la Prairie, MB 

Pastor (PT) 

 

Please visit our website for the most up-to-date postings:  

http://cbwc.ca/careers/  

CBWC News   

Esther Kitchener began CBWC Executive 
Admin Associate 

August 8 

Jason Krueger began CBWC Foundation 
President 

October 1 

Jenn Gurel finished Heartland  
Admin Associate 

September 21 

Church News 

 The Neighbourhood Church in Edmonton reverts back to its 

former name, Highlands Baptist Church. 

Edmonton Ministerial, with guest 

speakers, Ken and Joyce Bellous. 

http://cbwc.ca/careers/

