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      Beyond the Stereotypes Winter 2017 

I have always been interested in how the church and its leaders have 

been perceived in the public eye.  The stereotypes go deep into our 

Western culture. For a while I collected VCR tapes (I know, I’m that old) 

of movies that depicted religious leaders. Those would include Sister 

Act, The North Avenue Irregulars, The Bishop’s Wife… and the list of old 

films goes on and on. Many of these old shows would show boring ser-

mons, inattentive members, archaic church programming, and a stereo-

typed minister. There are a few exceptions.  One of those is the Brother 

Cadfael BBC series, which is more like a Middle Ages CSI. He is a monk 

who is always doing what is right with integrity… a rarity in movies de-

picting clergy. 

 As we come to the Christmas season, stereotypes abound everywhere. 

Unfortunately, some will not get past those perceptions. The perception 

is often of a baby instead of the King of the Universe, extravagance in-

stead of the virtue of humility, greatness instead of service, human in-

tervention instead of 

God’s fulfilled prophe-

cies, and materialism 

instead of worship. 

Christmas Eve services 

will be filled with peo-

ple looking for a “nice 

experience”. In part, I 

have no issue with 

that. I do acknowledge 

though that pastors leading those services have an inner wrestling on 

those evenings. They want the “nice experience” too, but deep down 

they would like God’s deeper intervention in those gathered. Beyond 

the stereotype of what the Christmas Eve event is thought to be, why 

not life-changing, heart-yielding, life-transforming decisions? 

Okay, I admit my lack of faith in this. I confess my cynical perspective on 

(Continued on page 2) 

 

 
Upcoming Events 

AB/NT Ministry Retreat 
Gull Lake Centre, AB 
 February 5-7, 2018 

 Speaker: Joel Thiessen 
Click here to register: 

https://cbwcevents.sunergo.net/qry/
sb_conf_registration.taf?_filter_conf_id=21  

 

Potential Impact 
April 26-29, 2018 
Keats Camps, BC 

Click here to register:  
https://cbwcevents.sunergo.net/qry/

sb_conf_registration.taf?_filter_conf_id=22  

 

Alberta Regional Office: Dennis Stone,  

Sue Hunter, Sam Breakey     

***Please note that our office will be moving in 

May 2018. Details to be announced. 

Alberta Regional Office 

#212, 9333 - 50th Street  

Edmonton, Alberta T6B 2L5 

Phone  780.462.2176 

Toll Free 1.800.474.6018 

Fax 780.465.6078 

abarea@cbwc.ca 

www.cbwc.ca 

https://cbwcevents.sunergo.net/qry/sb_conf_registration.taf?_filter_conf_id=21
https://cbwcevents.sunergo.net/qry/sb_conf_registration.taf?_filter_conf_id=21
https://cbwcevents.sunergo.net/qry/sb_conf_registration.taf?_filter_conf_id=22
https://cbwcevents.sunergo.net/qry/sb_conf_registration.taf?_filter_conf_id=22
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how impactful the evening will be in most settings. 

Therefore, I will pray that some among our churches 

will see beyond the stereotypes and genuinely see Je-

sus. It should start with me. Heartily let me sing, “Joy to 

the World, The Lord has Come!” Amen! 

Your co-worker, Dennis 

 

 

 

 

CBWC Alberta Regional Minister  
and Settlement Coordinator  
dstone@cbwc.ca  

Follow Dennis on Twitter or on his blog:                           
www.rockpileca.wordpress.com  

(“Beyond the Stereotypes” Continued from page 1)  

Calgary and Edmonton Ministerials 

 

77 Days of Prayer Update 
 

At the Fall meeting of the CBWC Board it was decided to 

spend 77 days, a full eleven weeks, in special prayer. This in-

volved the board members and Executive Staff meeting in 

prayer for up to an hour each week in groups of 

three. Churches were also invited to participate. Our experi-

ence of this was rich as several themes were addressed by 

looking at specific texts and praying. 

This concept was introduced by our new Executive Minister 

Rob Ogilvie at “The Gathering” in May. The hope is that a few 

main features would present themselves through our joining 

in prayer together. Rather than having attention spread 

through the plethora of potential ministries, what are the 

main items where we as the CBWC should center our-

selves? The CBWC board will meet in later January and look at 

that question. Please continue to pray for the CBWC as we 

seek to better define our ministry together moving forward. 

mailto:dstone@cbwc.ca
http://www.rockpileca.wordpress.com
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Fort McMurray Wildfire Partnerships 

by Sam Breakey 

 

A wildfire began southwest of Ft. McMurray on Sunday, May 1, 
2016 that impacted the bustling city like no other natural event. 
Two days later, nearly 90,000 people were racing north or south 
to escape the inferno that indiscriminately destroyed property 
and livelihood. We thank God that Canadian Baptist people and 
congregations contributed finances and volunteer hours to re-
spond with Christ’s love. 

Dennis Stone and I visited the area in late June to determine the 
best ways to support local ministries. As CBWC no longer has a 
congregation in the area, we recommended partnering with 
NorthLife (Fellowship) Baptist Church and Salvation Army Family 
Services to ensure your contributions would directly meet real 
needs. Encouraged by CBWC support, these organizations capa-
bly provided assistance with personal items and clothing, meals, 
emergency finances, and spiritual care for 12 months as people 
returned home. Funding was also made available to provide ade-
quate volunteer housing for those from out of town. Three CBWC 
volunteer teams received partial reimbursement for expenses 
while assisting at NorthLife Church.   

For various reasons, including local volunteer burnout, the funds 
were not exhausted. Charity law requires that all monies raised 
be spent in the area, so I followed up with the Lead Pastor of Fort 
City (Alliance) Church, whom I had not seen for nearly forty 
years.  

Fort City has been re-
sponding to the post-
fire challenges affecting 
suburban families. Pas-
tor Doug Doyle says, 
“PTSD is just peaking in 
the community now.” 
The fire has “exposed 
cracks” in their self suffi-
ciency and they are 
seeking answers to 
questions they have 
never asked before. The 
majority of those now attending the services, were not part of 
any church family before the evacuation. These newcomers 
come on average once every eight weeks, but in that timeframe 
they see about 1000 different people.  

Fort City has responded to this window of opportunity by hiring 
two, one-year contract, “Wildfire Pastoral Associates”. The job 
posting described them as “spiritually passionate, adventurous 
young adults”.  On your behalf, CBWC has entered into a partner-
ship with FCC, to fund 50% of their salaries and provide some 

PTSD counselling for first responders during the next twelve 
months. The church has also agreed to help us explore planting a 
CBWC congregation in the community.  

I recently visited the area and met with church leaders and visit-
ed the communities most directly affected. I was grateful to God 
to see the impact of your generosity and hear stories of unex-
pected breakthroughs.  For instance, on November 19, Pastor 
Doyle felt led after a couple of baptisms to invite anyone who 
wanted to be baptised, to come forward then and there, but no 
one did. It was the first time he had ever given such an invitation. 
Who knew that a young woman watching the live stream broad-
cast from home, would take him literally? She told her boyfriend 
to get up because they were going to church; she wanted to be 
baptised in the second service.  

In another account during the firestorm, first responders from 
the church got permission to allow the building to be a sanctuary 
for fellow personnel. The structure became a symbol of consola-
tion for those who are hurting, where even men could express 
their fear and pain. Eighteen months later, the exchanges contin-
ue. Pastor Doyle says, “Conversations with neighbours always go 
back to the fire. But people won’t go to groups or counsellors but 
they will go to beer and wing nights organized by the church at a 
nearby restaurant where casual conversations open up the 
heart.” 

Thank you for your part in supporting a church family that is 
committed to providing a “holistic mission of word and deed”. 

 

 

 
Left: Rev. Sam Breakey and 
Pastor Doug Doyle 
 
Right: Connections Intern, 
Harrison Jones 

Below: Children’s Ministry 
Intern, Evan Usher 
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Darlene Edwards was ordained on Sun-

day, October 15 at Trinity Baptist Church 

in Sherwood Park (top left). 

Eric Brooks’ prior ordination was officially 

recognized at Strathcona Baptist church 

on Sunday, November, 26 (top right). 

Kayley Sanders of First Baptist Church in 

Peace River was ordained on Sunday 

evening, October 22 (bottom left). 

First Baptist Church in Lacombe celebrat-

ed Rob Klingbeil’s ordination on Sunday,  

November 19 (bottom 

right). 

Nathan Friedt’s ordina-

tion was recognized in 

our September news-

letter. 

 

Banff Conference 2017 

If you talk to anyone who was at the Banff Pastors and Spouses 

conference this year, you will have heard good reports. The 

schedule was a bit more relaxed with fewer workshops or after-

noon expectations. This was intentional. The structure encour-

aged more collegial connections and fulfilled more of a “retreat” 

feel.   

Our main speaker was David Fitch who has recently authored 

Faithful Presence. This was much of the theme of his messages, 

seeing and expecting God at work among us. Another presenter 

was Rob Parker from the National House of Prayer in Ottawa.  He 

spoke of prayer and led us to pray while sharing stories of oppor-

tunities of influence on a national level. Also presenting at Banff 

with a lighter, more relaxing feel were the Kwerks, a Christian 

couple presenting comedy and music in an unusual way. If you 

missed them, do a quick search on YouTube and see some of 

their work.   

Reviews from attenders for this year’s event was overwhelmingly 

positive with regard to content and schedule. The question of 

“the cost to be in Banff vs. the wonderful privilege of being 

there” is always mentioned in these reviews. More attention will 

be given to this question going forward, but many factors need 

to be viewed while it is considered. 
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Alberta Ministry Retreat 

February 5—7, 2018 

Gull Lake Centre 

Our guest speaker, Dr. Joel 

Thiessen, is Professor of Sociol-

ogy and Director of the Flour-

ishing Congregations Institute 

at Ambrose University in Cal-

gary, Alberta. As a sociologist 

of religion, his current research 

centers on Millennials in Cana-

da, religious nones in Canada 

and the United States, and 

flourishing congregations in 

Canada. His statistics, directly from Alberta residents, will 

be relevant to all of us.  

 

Click here to register: https://cbwcevents.sunergo.net/qry/

sb_conf_registration.taf?_filter_conf_id=21  

     The early bird deadline is December 31! 

Pre-Retreat Spiritual Reflection 
Workshop: Praying Through Ministry 

Pain 
 

Monday, Feb. 5, Noon—4:30 pm  
Speaker:  Paul Spate,  Lead Pastor, FBC Ponoka  

Although pastoral ministry can be a fulfilling and 

enjoyable experience, it can also be a deeply painful and 

wounding one. The things people say and do can 

damage us. Leadership decisions, undealt with grief, 

curses spoken over us, attacks on our family or our 

character, etc., can leave a spiritual residue that will 

literally cripple and quench our freedom in ministry.  

Paul will be leading us through a Biblical prayer strategy 

that will help us heal from those wounding events and 

words, freeing us from those people who have hurt us, 

releasing us from unhealthy reactions we have used to 

protect ourselves, and making sure the enemy is no 

longer using these things to defeat us. This will be a 

practical, personal, and confidential prayer time that will 

help us on the journey of healing, forgiveness, freedom, 

and release.  

Executive Staff Meeting: Esther Kitchener, Dennis Stone, Louanne Haugan, Larry Schram, Colin 

Godwin, Rob Ogilvie, Faye Reynolds, Shannon Youell, Mark Doerksen, Sam Breakey, Victor Ku 

https://cbwcevents.sunergo.net/qry/sb_conf_registration.taf?_filter_conf_id=21
https://cbwcevents.sunergo.net/qry/sb_conf_registration.taf?_filter_conf_id=21
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Save the date for Potential Impact! 

  

 

     April 26-29, 2018 

     Keats Camps, BC 

 

 

 

Every generation needs to encounter Jesus, rise up, and put faith 
into action.  Potential Impact is a retreat for those between 
grade 11 and age 24 who are interested in exploring and discuss-
ing the call of Jesus in their life.  

If you are in this age group, you will be joined by peers and 
coaches who are concerned for your future – your Potential Im-
pact.   They will help you hear and clarify the call of Jesus in your 
life.  

If you are a church leader, determine who among your young 
adults will profit from this experience and do everything in your 
power to see they come! 

 

Comments from 2017 participants: 

“I was able to answer some questions and really look back at my 
life to see where I should go from now.” 

“I don't know the exact details of my direction, but I do know that 
I am to make the most of where I am.” 

“I've known where God is calling me, however I've been trying to 
not go there. This weekend helped to accept the calling.” 

Click here to register:  
https://cbwcevents.sunergo.net/qry/sb_conf_registration.taf?_filter_conf_id=22  

Mandated Lay Chaplain Credential 

This new licensing category was approved at Assembly in May 2017. 

Paul Hebert (below) of FBC Peace River and Mark Knightly of 

Charlie Lake Community Church are on track to be the first recog-

nized with this new credential. 

The following is an excerpt from the 2017 MPM:  

“Purpose: This category seeks to afford recognition to a specific non-

ordained individual who has the calling, gifts, and aptitude for chap-

lain ministry in a volunteer capacity, whereby a formal title would be 

an asset to their ministry.  

Regulations: When a person is called to serve in a ministry that 

might be seen as an extension of the ministry of one or more con-

gregations in affiliation with the CBWC, a local congregation may 

request that the person be 

granted recognition as Man-

dated Lay Chaplain by the de-

nomination. 

To acquire the Mandated Lay 

Chaplain recognition, a candi-

date must: 

 be a member in good 

standing of the sponsoring 

church; 

 be recommended to the MCC through a motion passed at a 

business meeting by his/her local church; 

 complete the forms and processes required by the MCC; 

 be recommended by the Regional Minister or a designated al-

ternate. 

Mandated Lay Chaplains will not normally be considered for ordina-

tion. The MCC may then acknowledge his/her credential status and 

notify the candidate officially by letter. 

Accountability: The person so Mandated for Lay Chaplain shall re-

main on the list providing he/she: 

 presents brief but comprehensive semi-annual reports to their 

Regional Administrator (due within 2 weeks of these deadlines: 

May 1 and November 1), which will be forwarded to the MCC of 

his/her ongoing ministry (a lapse for 2 consecutive reporting 

periods will result in removal from the Mandated Lay Chaplain 

list); 

 participates regularly in the regional or local ministerial of the 

CBWC; 

 maintains spiritual, ethical, and professional standards, appro-

priate not only to the specialized ministry body but also to the 

MCC of the CBWC.” 

 

https://cbwcevents.sunergo.net/qry/sb_conf_registration.taf?_filter_conf_id=22
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CBWC TRANSITIONS  

 
Retiring in AB Region  

 

Cornel Van Eyk 
Associate Pastor 

Crescent Heights Baptist 
Calgary, AB 

December 31 

Geri Redekop 
Senior Pastor 

Braemar Baptist Church 
Edmonton, AB 

February 28, 
2018 

   

Settlements in Alberta Region   

Paris Perry 
Interim 

Sonrise Community 
Calgary, AB 

September 1 

Steve Witmer 
Interim 

Charlie Lake Community 
Charlie Lake, BC 

October 1 

Hugh Fraser 
Interim 

Faith Community 
Claresholm, AB 

November 1 

Hovig Bajanian 
Pastor 

Evangelical Baptist 
Edmonton, AB 

November 1 

CBM Settlement   

Dennis Shierman 
 

Western Canadian  
Representative and Major 
Donor Strategist 
Calgary, AB 

October 1 

 
VACANCIES  

Alberta Region  

Faith Community 
Claresholm, AB 

Senior Pastor 

Braemar Baptist Church 
Edmonton, AB 

Senior Pastor 

GoodTree Christian Fellowship 
Calgary, AB 

Children’s Minister 

  

BCY Region  

Bethel Baptist Church 
Sechelt, BC 

Senior Pastor 

Grace Community Baptist 
Vancouver, BC 

Associate Pastor 
English Ministry 

Kitimat First Baptist  
Kitimat, BC 

Senior Pastor 

West Vancouver Baptist 
West Vancouver, BC 

Lead Pastor 

Kitsilano Christian Community 
Vancouver, BC 

Senior Pastor 

Summerland Baptist Church 
Summerland, BC 

Lead Ministry Pastor 

First Baptist Church 
Vancouver, BC 

Senior Pastor 

U-Campus Baptist Church 
Vancouver, BC 

Pastor (Mandarin) 

  

Heartland Region   

Strathclair Baptist Church 
Strathclair, MB 

Pastor 

First Baptist Church 
Prince Albert, SK 

Lead Pastor 

First Baptist Church 
Portage la Prairie, MB 

Pastor (PT) 

Virden Baptist Church 
Virden, MB 

Pastor 

Please visit our website for the most up-to-date postings:  

https://cbwc.ca/careers/  

 

 

 

Hovig Bajanian is the new pastor at 

Evangelical Baptist Church in  

Edmonton. 

 

 

La Wom Gumling is pastoring a 

Kachin church that meets at Brae-

mar Baptist Church in Edmonton. 

This is a sample of Kachin worship 

lyrics. 

https://cbwc.ca/careers/

