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This small group discussion guide 
accompanies Engaging Gospel: Why the 
Gospel is Still Good News Sermon Series 

resource, available from the Canadian 
Baptists of Western Canada at 

cbwc.ca/gospel. 



3

Engaging Gospel:
Why the Gospel is Still Good News

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDES

Week 1: What is the Gospel?............................................................................4

Week 2: The Good News of Loving Acceptance.......................................6

Week 3: The Good News of Abiding Presence .........................................7

Week 4: The Good News of Forgiveness......................................................8

Week 5: The Good News of Grace................................................................10

Week 6: The Good News of Hope ...............................................................12

Week 7: The Good News of Purpose .........................................................14

Week 8: The Good News of Belonging ......................................................16

Week 9: The Good News is Jesus! ................................................................18



4

Engaging Gospel:
Why the Gospel is Still Good News

Week 1: What is the Gospel? 
Small Group Discussion

 
If only...Good News really seemed good to me and my friends and 
neighbours.

1. How would you describe the Good News?  
Why would this be good news to the following people:

• Someone who is in an abusive relationship and doesn’t have the   
 confidence or empowerment to leave?
• Someone who is overcome with guilt over past deeds? 
• Someone who has a disabled child and is overburdened and  
 exhausted in the giving of care and love?
• Someone who is homeless because of circumstances beyond their   
 control?

2. Does Kingdom language connect with you? If not, what metaphor would 
you use to describe God’s work among us and our role as co-labourers in it?
For example, Dallas Willard talks about God's desire for us to make His 
dream become reality. Is there a more meaningful metaphor for today?

3. Many of us have memorized John 3:16, but do we know John 3:17 as 
well? How does 3:17 change the context of your understanding God’s ulti-
mate will and desire for His Creation? 

4. How does John 3:16-17 still communicate Good News to those who are 
not connected with Christian faith? Try explaining it to one another in a 
way that could resonate with someone outside the church. 
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5. Quoting NT Wright in Simply Good News :
Many people in the church have heard, and particularly young people have heard, not, 
"God so loved the world that he gave his only Son," but "God so hated the world that 

he killed his only Son."

If NT Wright is correct, in what ways has our interpretation of the cross mis-
communicated the full message of atonement?  

6.  What is it that you want to communicate most fervently as Good News?

When we say, "Jesus died for our sins" within a message about how to escape this 
nasty old world and go to heaven, it means one thing. When we say, "Jesus died for our 
sins" within a message about God the creator rescuing His creation from corruption, 

decay, and death, and rescuing us to be part of that, it means something 
significantly different (ibid: Simply Good News).  

7. Pray together, asking God for opportunities to express your faith in new 
and fresh ways and the courage to do so. 
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Week 2: The Good News of Loving Acceptance
Small Group Discussion

 
If only...I was accepted for who I am.

1. What are some identity struggles that you have personally gone 
through? 

2. Do you recognize similar or different struggles in others? 

3. As the hymn writer states, “Just as I am without one plea,” where have you 
felt most accepted for who you are, just as you are? 

4. How has your relationship with Jesus affected your own sense of identi-
ty?  How would God describe you if He wrote you a love letter? 

5. Read  Matthew 15:21–28. This is a fascinating encounter where Jesus 
sounds quite "un-Jesus-like." It is also a rare example of Jesus losing an 
argument. The person Jesus speaks with was a Gentile (not Jewish) and a 
woman. According to many, she was unacceptable and not a candidate to 
receive God’s blessing. Jesus chooses to engage with her about her unac-
ceptableness. He soon realizes that she has faith. She is willing to endure 
social humiliation (being referred to as a dog) but knows that what she 
truly needs can only come from God. Jesus acknowledges her faith in His 
goodness and power.  What does this text tell us about what is required to 
be acceptable? 

6.  How do we as a church consciously or unconsciously communicate to 
the unchurched about who is welcomed, honoured and valued in our com-
munity? How can we do better? 

7. Close in prayer as you think about someone for whom unconditional 
acceptance would be Good News.
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Week 3: The Good News of Abiding Presence
Small Group Discussion

 
If only...I wasn't so afraid.

1. What are the messages of fear that you have heard recently from the 
media? 

2. What are the ways that fear or anxiety is exhibited in your life? 

3. What evidence do you see that others in your circle are wrestling with 
anxiety over their future or their children’s future? 

4. How does the presence of someone whom you love and trust reduce 
those feelings? How much more can that fear subside in the presence of 
God as Love, as Wisdom, as Truth! The Bible says “Do not fear” 365 times!   
 
5. Read Luke 1:26-38. What are the questions about Mary’s future coming 
from this announcement? What are the unknowns? What made the differ-
ence that enabled Mary to embrace this daunting calling and trust things 
to work out? 

6. How have you experienced God’s tangible presence in a time of chal-
lenge or unknown future? What in your story could be an encouragement 
and Good News for someone else in their story? 

7. Close in prayer as you bring before the Father a loved one that needs to 
hear these words: “Do not be afraid, for I am with you.” 
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Week 4: The Good News of Forgiveness
Small Group Discussion

 
If only...I hadn't blown it.

1. Most people experience and know a sense of brokenness, failure and 
inadequacy. It isn’t news that we are sinful, even though the word sin is out 
of vogue. 

As Christians, we tend to either try to convince people that they are sinners, 
or we tell them they are just fine. Somehow, we need to acknowledge with 
each other our broken nature, while offering that “second chance” offered 
in God’s love and mercy.  What are some of the stories of brokenness that 
you have come across recently? 
 
2. What are some of the inadequate answers to our brokeness that you 
have heard recently? What is our greater hope? 

3. Read John 4: 4-26. We see a woman broken from failed marriage, broken 
from isolation in a community. But who does Jesus see? How is Jesus hon-
est with the woman and yet engaging her as a valued person? What is her 
“second chance” found in Jesus? 

4. How might we engage people with a similar approach of acknowledg-
ing the brokenness and yet offering the hope of living water? Try to create 
some scenarios or role play how you could engage in conversation with 
someone you recognize as hurting. 

5. What part does shame play in a person’s story? How might the Good 
News help release that shame to bring healing?   
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6. On the other hand, how might we communicate the need for mercy for 
those who believe they are “good enough?” 

7. Close in prayer, asking God to suggest a person you know that needs 
forgiveness in order to move forward toward love. 
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Week 5: The Good News of Grace
Small Group Discussion

 
If only...I could be successful.

1.The recent scandal of influential people buying their children’s way into 
prestigious colleges in the USA highlights the societal pressure to be the 
best, look the best and accomplish the most.  There is a great irony that 
those who have “earned” success feel the need to purchase it for their chil-
dren. What pressures do you see in your circles to succeed and be the best? 

2. In what ways might the church unconsciously value merit over grace? In 
rearing children, what is the value of blessing before teaching? How does 
this practice encourage an understanding of grace over merit? 

3. Are the followers of Christ truly set free from the rat race of chasing 
wealth, success, power, happiness, leisure? How can we get out of this soci-
etal trap, and what is a simpler alternative?   

4.Trusting God doesn’t mean we get everything we want, and truly life 
is not fair, but God will provide for what we need by His gracious pres-
ence. How do you actively trust God over your own ability to provide for 
self/family? 

5. Read Luke 19:1–10. Zacchaeus found success, but it cost him his Jewish 
community (he was a hated “sellout” tax collector) and perhaps his own 
integrity. Zacchaeus lived by the life-rule of “pay yourself first.” What was it 
about his interaction with Jesus that changed his perspective? How is grace 
revealed to him? 
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6. A study revealed that white North American males are overall some of 
the least grateful people of any culture. They linked this finding to the idea 
that the North American work ethic teaches to pull yourself up by your 
own boot straps. Therefore, there is no one to thank but one’s self for any 
success or achievement.  How do grace and gratitude go hand in hand? 

7. What is one way to share the Good News of God’s grace with another? 
 
8. Close in prayer as you consider someone who could benefit from the gift 
of grace and freedom from the need to succeed. 
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Week 6: The Good News of Hope
Small Group Discussion

 
If only...God showed up more to stop bad things from happening.

1. Theologians have wrestled with this question for millennia: “If there is a 
God who is good, why is there so much evil in the world?” How do you an-
swer that question when asked? How does one comfort a parent who has 
lost a child or explain how a gunman can shoot down a classroom of kids?  
Why is this a barrier to some believing in God? 

2. How does God’s sovereignty versus human free will fit into this discus-
sion? 

3. What are some places that people look to for hope? 

4. Our good news is that evil is temporary, but God and His goodness is 
eternal. We can be part of that Good News story by shining light where 
there is darkness, by living justly in the face of oppression, and offering 
hope where there is despair. Think of examples where followers of Jesus 
have brought light into dark situations. 

5. Do you agree with the statement that “nothing is beyond redemption?” 

6. Read Luke 13:1-9. How does Jesus explain evil and injustice in this pas-
sage? What is the call to us as followers of Jesus to repentance? Where do 
we fail to bring light and instead increase the darkness? What is the mes-
sage found in the parable? 

7. Continue reading Luke 13:10–13. What is the message of hope here? 
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8. Do you feel that the argument of “Where is God when bad things hap-
pen?” is a legitimate reason to reject belief in God? Do people ask, “Why is 
their good in the world and where does goodness originate?” or “Why do 
good things happen to me?”  What might people respond if we ask them 
that question? 

9. Close in prayer, reflecting on how to share God’s love to one suffering a 
deep loss. 
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Week 7: The Good News of a Purpose for Living
Small Group Discussion

 
If only...I could make a difference. 

1. The world’s problems are overwhelming, and any good we accom-
plish feels like a drop in the ocean. We often retreat from the big issues 
of injustice and pat ourselves on the back for shoveling our neighbour’s 
sidewalk. What does “do justice” mean to you as a Christ follower? 

2. How do we celebrate wonderful acts of service and justice that are not 
done in the name of Jesus? Consider Mark 9:38–41. 

3. Life is not fair, but we can change the balance through acts of justice and 
working on behalf of the oppressed. This is a litmus test of goodness:  How 
willing are you to help another if it is inconvenient? Or sacrificially costly?   
 
4. Read Matthew 16:13–25. Here is Peter who tries so hard to please and be 
good. In a flash of brilliance and insight, he sees Jesus as the Messiah—a 
confession upon which the Church will be founded. 

A few beats later, he begins telling Jesus what to do and how to be Messi-
ah, to which Jesus rebukes him with, “Get behind me, Satan.” Jesus never 
gives up on Peter, but his greatness will come only after brokenness, when 
he quits operating out of his own wisdom and strength and gives in com-
pletely to Jesus. 

5. If we live by our own definition of “good,” we will always fall short of true 
transformation. Jesus didn’t tweak society, He turned it on its head. Look 
through Matthew 5-7 and identify the counter-cultural teachings of Jesus 
that transformed social courtesies.  
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6. Pray for your good and kind neighbours that may not have personally 
received Jesus. What is missing in their lives that Jesus could transform by 
His touch?



16

Engaging Gospel:
Why the Gospel is Still Good News

Week 8: The Good News of Belonging
Small Group Discussion

 
If only...I could be part of something bigger. 

1.There has been a breakdown of family, church and community over 
the last few generations. Some will do almost anything to be able to 
belong. Others have given up and are resigned to a life of loneliness. What 
are examples of positive communal opportunities? What are examples of 
negative or harmful communities? 

2. What are some reasons that people do not join clubs or organizations as 
readily as in former times? 

3. What do you think defines authentic community? How does the 
church of which you belong meet that description? Where does it fall 
short? 

4. Share a story of when the church was at its best for you.  What can we do 
to be at our best more often? 

5. Read  Luke 22:14-23. This is the Passover meal that was shared typically 
with family. How did the disciples become family for Jesus? 

6. They shared a meal together. How does eating together build commu-
nity and why is it so important? When Jesus said, “Do this in remembrance 
of me,” He wasn’t only speaking of the ceremony we do monthly in our 
worship services but was asking us to remember every time we break 
bread and eat together. What are some meaningful ways that we can eat 
together? 
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7. Jesus' community was not perfect—a betrayer was in their midst. We 
will never be perfect communities, but we can still be rich and meaning-
ful communities when we live out the lesson Jesus gives through this last 
supper. Give examples.

8. Read further: Luke 22:24-27. What breaks down community? 

9. Pray together for your church to be authentic community. Ask God to 
reveal one thing that could be changed to bring more life and warmth to 
your fellowship. 
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Week 9: The Good News is Jesus!
Small Group Discussion

 
If only...I could meet Jesus. 

1. Many have expressed that it would be so much easier to believe if they 
could have seen Jesus for themselves. A personal connection is so much 
more powerful than just intellectual knowledge. In order to really come to 
faith, it needs to become personal. What is standing in the way of people 
coming to have a personal relationship with Jesus? What can we do to help 
with that?

2. How can telling your own story be part of the journey? 

3. How is Jesus alive to you? Share with one another your real encounters 
with a living Christ that moved your faith from head knowledge to experi-
ential relationship. 

4. Read Acts 9:1-18: Paul's conversion story. Paul (then Saul) was alive when 
Jesus was on earth, but he continued to oppose Him. In this text there 
is a personal encounter with Jesus even though Jesus had already died, 
been resurrected and now ascended. This personal encounter completely 
changed Paul’s life and ultimately the life of the church. 

Most of us do not have “burning bush” or “Damascus road” experiences, yet 
our encounters with Jesus are no less real. Do we trust that Jesus will meet 
people where they are? Share with one another encouraging stories where 
Jesus has come to people in a dream or vision. 
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4. Although there are more “nones” (people who identify with no faith) in 
Canada's surveys taken since the 60s, there is also a statistic doubling of 
people who say that they have had a personal spiritual experience. What do 
these statistics say about people’s openness to belief in God and relation-
ship with God, while still rejecting the church? How is God moving outside 
of the church building? 

5. We may have many convincing arguments, but ultimately a person must 
encounter the living Jesus. Head knowledge alone will never lead to con-
version; it also takes an experience with Jesus. Our part is to share our sto-
ries, but also to pray fervently for those we long to know Jesus.  How seri-
ously do we pray for the salvation of others? 

6. Spend time now in praying for those that Jesus lays on your heart. 
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