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INTRODUCTION: STILL GOOD NEWS!

Participating Together
Eighteen months ago, CBWC churches engaged in a significant season of 
prayer. That season of shared prayer drew us closer to what God is call-
ing us to participate in as a family of churches across Western Canada. As 
Executive Staff we began to wonder what could happen if we took the next 
step of not only praying together but also preaching together, from Pincher 
Creek, AB, to Yellowknife, NWT, and from Port Alberni, BC, to Shoal Lake, 
MB? What might God say to us as one family? 

In further discussion, we recognized this great need for ourselves and our 
congregations to rediscover that the Gospel of Jesus Christ is still Good 
News for today. While many in our congregations embrace this Good 
News, they have difficulty knowing how to relate and share it with their 
neighbours. 

An article put out by the Lausanne Conference raises issues of 
why it is difficult to share the Gospel in our various cultures. For 
example, how do we present Christ... 

• to someone who finds the claims of exclusive truth   
 offensive? 
• to someone who sees religion as the source of all   
 wars and injustice? 
• to those who think they know all about Christians   
 and are inoculated to hearing a different message? 

Read the whole article online here: https://www.lausanne.org/
content/a-fresh-approach-to-witness-for-the-21st-century-a-global-
perspective-3
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Evangelism: Gifting or Commission?
As churches, we pray that God will provide “evangelists” among us. Yet how 
do each of us as Christ followers live into His great call to “go and make 
disciples?”

It is noteworthy that on our pastoral Ministry Information Profiles, few 
CBWC pastors list evangelism or discipleship as their primary gifting. The 
gift of evangelism is one where a person is called to a particular place to 
talk about and proclaim the Good News, often as their vocation. However, 
we—as God’s citizens, His children—are each one commissioned to make 
disciples by sharing God’s story with others in our everyday lives.  

This is an invitation for you as pastors to journey deeper into the heart 
of the Gospel message as it connects to the mission of your unique local 
community. 

Our goal is to help translate the message out of “Christianese” and into 
language that a lay person might be able to grasp and more comfortably 
share with a coworker or friend, and so you will not see typical theology 
terms like redemption, atonement, sanctification, although these themes 
are present.   

Resourcing Your Congregation
The guide provided here is not exhaustive, nor does it draft the content 
of the sermon, but offers an outline of ideas that could kickstart your own 
prayer journey as God’s Spirit directs your Sunday message. 

We also are providing a small group guide for taking the discussion 
further in how to recognize our neighbour’s thirst and prayerfully offer a 
cup of water. The small group guide is included here, and is also available 
as a separate download at cbwc.ca/gospel.
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We invite you to engage with one another online at cbwc.ca/gospel in 
preparation, perspiration and inspiration. We hope that you will share your 
journey, add Scripture references, deepen the questions and maybe even 
extend the series! 

If the Gospel truly is Good News for today in Western Canada, then 
let us figure out together how we can more easily speak this reality to one 
another. We pray this is the beginning of a needed dialogue and that 
you will continue to add new resources that will inspire our congregations 
to take risks in speaking our faith as we also live out the Good News of 
Jesus Christ. 

Asking the Questions
As we explore the relevance of the Gospel for today’s society, it may be 
helpful for us to look at the question from the perspective of those who 
do not adhere to the Good News of Jesus. Statistically, the numbers of 
those who publicly affirm a belief in Jesus Christ and respond with active 
participation in a Christian church has declined significantly in the last few 
generations. Let us consider them. What are their needs, concerns, frustra-
tions and fears? 

Many people still have some connection back to a faith community. Where 
are they today? What was the cause of them moving away from that com-
munity? 

As we consider these questions, we invite you to engage in conversation 
with those outside of the church. Small group opportunities will allow for 
more in-depth discussion into whether these identified needs or longings 
truly reflect those we know in our families, workplaces and broader com-
munities.  



7

Engaging Gospel:
Why the Gospel is Still Good News

Augustine famously wrote, "Our hearts are restless until they rest in Thee.” 
Author Madeline L’Engle called it homesickness: a yearning for our true 
home. 

This study guide will identify some symptoms of that restlessness, and how 
we might be able to speak into that longing with Good News. 
  

The Executive Staff Team, 
Canadian Baptists of Western Canada
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SERIES OUTLINE
• Week 1: Sermon: What is the Gospel?         
 Small Group: What is Good News for me? 

• Week 2: Sermon: The Good News of Loving Acceptance   
 Small Group: If only...I would be accepted for who I am. 

• Week 3: Sermon: The Good News of Abiding Presence   
 Small Group: If only...I wasn’t so scared.

• Week 4: Sermon: The Good News of Forgiveness  
 Small Group: If only...I hadn’t blown it.

• Week 5: Sermon: The Good News of Grace  
 Small Group: If only...I could be successful.

• Week 6: Sermon: The Good News of Hope  
 Small Group: If only...God stopped the bad from happening. 

• Week 7: Sermon: The Good News of Purpose   
 Small Group: If only...I could make a difference.

• Week 8: Sermon: The Good News of Belonging  
 Small Group: If only...I was part of something bigger.

• Week 9: The Good News is Jesus!  
 Small Group: If only...I could meet Jesus.
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SERIES FORMAT

Each week is formatted in this outline:   
1. Question: This identifies a question that those outside the church 
 might pose to us. Week 1 is different as it takes the congregant’s   
 perspective. 
2. Problem: What issue behind the question can the Gospel address?
3. Good News: Key themes of the Good News that address the issue,   
 and texts expounded. 
4. Our Message:  What a congregant could take away to address the   
 initial question.
5. Scripture Text Suggestions.

6. Small Group Discussion Guide. 
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Week 1

What is the Gospel?
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Question
What is the Gospel or Good News that I can share with my neighbour, my 
coworker, or my workout partner? 

Problem
Increasingly, Christians struggle with trying to convey why the Good News 
we preach is actually Good News to the people we interact with in our 
everyday lives. Often we ourselves have difficulty explaining it. It seems 
we just aren’t quite sure how Jesus dying for our sins so that we can go 
to heaven one day is relevant to the very human issues in our world; the 
crucifixion seems rather detached from our everyday lives and how we live, 
work, play and pray. 

The main source of this struggle has been our culture: the social, political 
and economically-driven influences on the Gospel. Some believe the sole 
goal of the Gospel Jesus preached was to save sinners for heaven, popularly 
known as the Plan of Salvation. Others understand the Gospel to be cen-
tered upon the Kingdom of God present here and now as well as unfolding 
into continued eternity. Here, Kingdom is defined as, "God sending his Son 
as King of the Kingdom of God’s mercy, justice, grace and love, to bring 
all things into the process of restoring all relationships: God to humans, 
humans to one another and to all of creation."

Focusing on one or several of the aspects of Good News, while minimizing 
others, has confused and fragmented the entirety of the glorious Story of 
God and the humans He created. The Gospel is that Jesus is Lord and Sav-
iour, and that He has both saved humanity from something and to some-
thing, both in this life and the one to come at the end of all things.  
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A major contributor to this fragmentation is that most Christians know the 
Christmas and Easter stories and have formed their theology around them, 
while remaining unfamiliar with everything Jesus taught us about living in 
this life, as citizens of the Kingdom He inaugurated, in between those two 
stories. 

To really live as Good News people requires us to receive Jesus both as 
Saviour from our sins against God and others, and as the Lord of God’s 
Kingdom of life, realized as people of peace, justice, mercy, compassion, 
love and grace in everything and everywhere we find ourselves. 
 

Good News
The Good News, the Gospel, is not about something, but about Someone:  
Jesus (Romans 1:1-9). And that Someone has been made King. Kings have 
kingdoms and the Kingdom of God was not a foreign concept to the peo-
ple who lived in the land at the time of Jesus’ life on earth. For those people 
to hear a proclamation of good news meant specifically that a king had 
come who defeated the powers who ruled by oppression, control, violence, 
greed, abuse and marginalization. These kings ruled not for the benefit of 
the citizens but for the benefit of themselves. 

The Good News is that God’s favour would be upon the rule and reign of 
this new Kingdom, and the world would begin to become a different place 
for the benefit of all the citizens under that rule. 

This King has thus saved the citizens from the oppressive regime of the 
current world and is delivering them into the new age of righteousness and 
justice that restores community relationships, according to God’s idea of 
human flourishing and faithfulness. 
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This story has been God’s Good News right from the very beginning, 
throughout the history of God’s image-bearers Israel, and continues as Je-
sus preaches Himself as the completion of God’s plan from that beginning.   

 Our Message to Share
Jesus enacted Good News wherever He found Himself. To someone who 
was in need of forgiveness, He offered forgiveness; to someone who had 
been outcast, He extended an invitation to community around the table; 
to those who were marginalized because of life circumstances, He offered 
healing and restoration; to those who were hungry and thirsty, He provid-
ed food and drink. He took away the shame of those wracked by guilt by 
restoring them to the community; those who were lost, last and least, He 
set in places of found, first and favoured.   

The entry point of the full, rich Gospel looked different for each one, but 
brought people to faith in Christ the King and hope that the world would 
be a different place for them, because they were a part of the story of God 
who loves and is With-Us and For-Us. That love and that trust, along with 
the Spirit working among us, brings us to the place of proclaiming, "You 
are the Christ." We can come to the cross where we are washed clean and 
raised up out of our own graves. Life with Christ as both Lord and Saviour 
is our resurrection, our entry point into this abundant life of God-With-Us 
here and now, and into the eternity of forever. 

Diane Butler Bass says, “I’ve never had someone ask me, 'What must I do 
to be saved?’  But I have had many people ask me, 'Where is God?' As the 
three-tier view of the world has collapsed, people are not seeking God 'up 
there' but want to find God here and now.”  

If these are the questions people are asking, how could we tell the Good 
News in ways that help them find God in the midst of our here and now, 
opening pathways to discover Jesus as Lord and Saviour along the way?
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 Scripture Themes
• Genesis 1-4: The Gospel is Jesus, who has always been with humans 

(John 1:1-5) as Lord and as Saviour, even as humans rebelled. God is   
with them (and us) over and over again, delivering them from the   
enslavement of their sin and rebellion. 

• Exodus: Again God—Father, Son and Holy Spirit—hear the cries of the   
people and delivers from the enslavement of the oppressive regime   
of the culture of the day. God is the “I AM,” the Lord and the Presence. 

• Luke 4:14-19: Jesus reveals who He is and why He has come: to   
fulfill the prophecies of a reigning King whose Kingdom is one where  
humans are delivered from the enslavement of the oppressive and  
self-serving kingdoms of humans. They are invited to participate in God’s 
Kingdom of shalom for human flourishing, with Jesus as Lord of every-
thing in their lives. 

• Jesus, in using this Scripture and all the others He uses throughout His 
ministry, is pointing to the characteristics of God’s Kingdom when God’s 
people are active participants under the lordship of Jesus the King (Isaiah 
58, 61, etc.) 

• Isaiah 35; Matthew 6:9-10, 12:28, 28:20; Mark 1:15: The Kingdom of 
heaven has moved back to earth and the King is With-Us here and now. 

• Isaiah 52:7-10: The Gospel is expressed fully.
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Small Group Discussion
 
If only...Good News really seemed good to me and my friends and 
neighbours.

1. How would you describe the Good News? Why would this be good news 
to the following people:

• Someone who is in an abusive relationship and doesn’t have the   
 confidence or empowerment to leave?
• Someone who is overcome with guilt over past deeds? 
• Someone who has a disabled child and is overburdened and  
 exhausted in the giving of care and love?
• Someone who is homeless because of circumstances beyond their   
 control?

2. Does Kingdom language connect with you? If not, what metaphor would 
you use to describe God’s work among us and our role as co-labourers in it?
For example, Dallas Willard talks about God's desire for us to make His 
dream become reality. Is there a more meaningful metaphor for today?

3. Many of us have memorized John 3:16, but do we know John 3:17 as 
well? How does 3:17 change the context of your understanding God’s ulti-
mate will and desire for His creation? 

4. How does John 3:16-17 still communicate Good News to those who are 
not connected with Christian faith? Try explaining it to one another in a 
way that could resonate with someone outside the church. 
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5. Quoting NT Wright in Simply Good News:
Many people in the church have heard, and particularly young people have heard, not, 
"God so loved the world that He gave His only Son," but "God so hated the world that 

He killed His only Son."

If NT Wright is correct, in what ways has our interpretation of the cross mis-
communicated the full message of atonement?  

6.  What is it that you want to communicate most fervently as Good News?

When we say, "Jesus died for our sins" within a message about how to escape this 
nasty old world and go to heaven, it means one thing. When we say, "Jesus died for our 
sins" within a message about God the creator rescuing His creation from corruption, 

decay, and death, and rescuing us to be part of that, it means something 
significantly different (ibid: Simply Good News).  

7. Pray together, asking God for opportunities to express your faith in new 
and fresh ways and the courage to do so. 
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Week 2

The Good News of Loving Acceptance



20

Engaging Gospel:
Why the Gospel is Still Good News

Question
Maybe there is a God or divine higher power out there, but what difference 
does it make in my daily life?   

Problem
Phillip Yancey’s book title asks, “What Good is God?” And that question is 
becoming more prevalent; however, people are deeply lonely, and no 
human person is enough to fill this unidentified ache in our hearts. We end 
up looking for love and acceptance in all the wrong places. 

The number one problem identified in North America is loneliness. Sub-
stance abuse, depression, and anxiety all point to the reality that some-
thing is not right. People carry a deep sadness that life hasn’t turned out as 
expected. We are trying to measure up to something, but we don’t know 
what the standard is. 

What a person individually believes matters, for it determines where one 
ends up looking for answers.   
 

Good News
We are created by Love to love. It is in our very DNA to be in relationship. 
The Creator of it all is with us and for us and wants us to succeed. Life isn’t a 
random accident—the very heartbeat of the universe is a Divine Presence 
of Love. Life is not born out of “tooth-and-nail survival of the fittest” but is 
rather a nurturing womb of expectancy and promise. You are known inside 
and out, and you are accepted by the very One who designed you. 
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God’s love is not activated by your belief in it, It simply is truth: you are 
loved! Period! To experience and know that love, however, we must actively 
receive and embrace it as truth. 

Our Message to Share
God is not an impersonal force but is personally invested in you. God is with 
you and God is for you. God is personal and has given us a name to call 
upon. You are loved, you are accepted, you are enough as you discover all 
God created you to become. How better to know your full potential than to 
know your very Creator! 

 
Scripture Themes

• Genesis 1:26-27: We are created in the image of God, therefore the   
 image of Love.
• 1 John 4:7-21: God is love. We are loved and created to love.
• John 3:17: God’s desire is not to condemn but save and redeem.
• Luke 7:36-50: Sinful woman and Simeon: we are known and still   
 loved.
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Small Group Discussion
 
If only...I was accepted for who I am.

1. What are some identity struggles that you have personally gone 
through? 

2. Do you recognize similar or different struggles in others? 

3. As the hymn writer states, “Just as I am without one plea,” where have you 
felt most accepted for who you are, just as you are? 

4. How has your relationship with Jesus affected your own sense of identi-
ty?  How would God describe you if He wrote you a love letter? 

5. Read Matthew 15:21–28. This is a fascinating encounter where Jesus 
sounds quite "un-Jesus-like." It is also a rare example of Jesus losing an 
argument. The person Jesus speaks with was a Gentile (not Jewish) and a 
woman. According to many, she was unacceptable and not a candidate to 
receive God’s blessing. Jesus chooses to engage with her about her unac-
ceptableness. He soon realizes that she has faith. She is willing to endure 
social humiliation (being referred to as a dog) but knows that what she 
truly needs can only come from God. Jesus acknowledges her faith in His 
goodness and power.  What does this text tell us about what is required to 
be acceptable? 

6.  How do we as a church consciously or unconsciously communicate to 
the unchurched about who is welcomed, honoured and valued in our com-
munity? How can we do better? 

7. Close in prayer as you think about someone for whom unconditional 
acceptance would be Good News.



Week 3

The Good News of Abiding Presence
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Question
There is so much to fear right now. The church seems to just add to that fear 
by communicating that everyone is bad and sinful, and we’re all headed for 
hell. I really don’t need to hang with people who tell me I’m doomed.   

Problem
We are a fearful and anxious people. Often institutions use fear to motivate 
and wield power and authority. Whom do we trust? What will the future 
hold for the next generation with nuclear threats, climate change, and the 
breakdown of government?

Can religion be trusted? Which one? In books like The God-Shaped Brain by 
Timothy Jennings, science shows that cognitively, it's healthier to believe 
in a beautiful God than a God that you're always threatened by. It actually 
damages the brain as our amygdala gets overactivated when living in a 
threatening narrative of judgment and motivation is by fear rather than 
love (Greg Boyd, Crucifixion of the Warrior God). What is the Good News that 
banishes fear? 

 

Good News
We are not alone. There is an Authority, a wisdom beyond human wis-
dom. The One who designed all of creation is present with us. 

Humans are limited, finite beings with limited perspectives that lead to 
horrible mistake. God-with-us can enlarge our understanding and perspec-
tives. God is a constant presence to draw upon for guidance and wisdom, 
for the ability to love others, despite their failings and our own failings. 
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Perfect love casts out fear. When we really love someone, we will trust them 
with our lives. As we receive God’s love for us and learn to love and trust 
God in return, fear will subside as we trust in that Love. Every time God 
comes to a person in Scripture, the words “Do not be afraid” announce His 
presence. 

It is not sinful to be finite, but when we cut ourselves off from the source of 
infinite love, goodness and wisdom, we are bound for failure. 

Our Message to Share
Living in awareness of God’s abiding presence takes away fear as we trust in 
wisdom, love, and truth greater than our own. God provides a better way if 
we listen and follow His lead. Fear diminishes as we lean into God’s pres-
ence and sovereign will. We can know God personally as revealed in Jesus 
(the Word) and Scripture (the Word). 

 
Scripture Themes

• Exodus 3: Yahweh, I AM, is a statement of presence: "Here I am; I will   
 be with you."
• Matthew 1:23: Immanuel, God with us: the very definition of God   
 revealed in Jesus.
• Luke 1: Incarnation and story of Mary: “Do not be afraid.”
• John 15: Abiding in His presence.
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Small Group Discussion
 
If only...I wasn't so afraid.

1. What are the messages of fear that you have heard recently from the 
media? 

2. What are the ways that fear or anxiety is exhibited in your life? 

3. What evidence do you see that others in your circle are wrestling with 
anxiety over their future or their children’s future? 

4. How does the presence of someone whom you love and trust reduce 
those feelings? How much more can that fear subside in the presence of 
God as Love, as Wisdom, as Truth! The Bible says “Do not fear” 365 times!   
 
5. Read Luke 1:26-38. What are the questions about Mary’s future coming 
from this announcement? What are the unknowns? What made the differ-
ence that enabled Mary to embrace this daunting calling and trust things 
to work out? 

6. How have you experienced God’s tangible presence in a time of chal-
lenge or unknown future? What in your story could be an encouragement 
and Good News for someone else in their story? 

7. Close in prayer as you bring before the Father a loved one that needs to 
hear these words: “Do not be afraid, for I am with you.” 



Week 4

The Good News of Mercy and Forgiveness



28

Engaging Gospel:
Why the Gospel is Still Good News

Question
I know I’m not perfect, but I do try to be a good person. If God loves me, 
why does He condemn me to hell?   

Problem
There is goodness in the world, but what is “good enough?” Most of 
the “good” that the world offers falls short, and people still get hurt or treat-
ed unfairly. We are then quick to lay blame and accusation for any wrong 
done to us. We want compensation and retribution. Retribution leads to 
further violence and strife. The scales can never be balanced. 

If we cannot forgive ourselves, we have no ability to forgive others. We are 
relieved when we experience mercy with our mistakes, but can be slow to 
offer mercy to others for their mistakes. 
 

Good News
All the retaliation for wrongdoing has been absorbed into the cross with 
the crucifixion of Jesus. Jesus embodies perfect innocence, suffering not 
for His own sin, but for the wrongdoings of others. There is no revenge or 
payback. He absorbs all need for revenge into His death. Every personal 
failing has been forgiven and mercy has been poured out upon us, inviting 
us back into relationship with God—the only One who is able to define 
goodness and evil. 

We are first created in love, offered the constancy of God’s Presence and 
forgiven our weakness and failings. We are also empowered by that Love’s 
Spirit to love, embrace and forgive others through mercy. The cycle of vio-
lence is ended in the cross if we are willing to take up that same “cross” of 
dying to our own self-righteousness for the sake of another. 
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Refusal of this gift locks us into continued violence, strife and ultimate 
hell. There is personal salvation in receiving this gift of forgiveness, but 
there is also a greater communal salvation when we reject violence and 
retribution and follow the way of Jesus. 

Our Message to Share
We are not perfect. We are finite beings who mess up. God is right there to 
offer us a second chance and give the power, the Spirit, and the tools to of-
fer others a second chance. He is ready to forgive and give new life that can 
transform relationships and communities. Separation from God is ultimate-
ly our doing—our rejection of God, not God’s rejection of us. He longs for 
us to trust in His goodness over our own. 

 
Scripture Themes

• Mark 10:17-22: "Why do you call me good?" Even the best of us falls   
 short of true selfless giving and true goodness. We all stand in need   
 of forgiveness and must embrace that gift in order to be set free.
• Luke 23:32: "Father forgive them."
• Genesis 3: God has always desired to define goodness for us (don’t   
 eat of that tree) and then move us toward that good and right living   
 through dependency upon Him. 
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Small Group Discussion
 
If only...I hadn't blown it.

1. Most people experience and know a sense of brokenness, failure and 
inadequacy. It isn’t news that we are sinful, even though the word sin is 
out of vogue. As Christians, we tend to either try to convince people that 
they are sinners, or we tell them they are just fine. Somehow, we need to 
acknowledge with each other our broken nature, while extending that sec-
ond chance offered in God’s love and mercy.  What are some of the stories 
of brokenness that you have come across recently? 
 
2. What are some of the inadequate answers to our brokenness that you 
have heard recently? What is our greater hope? 

3. Read John 4: 4-26. We see a woman broken from failed marriage, broken 
from isolation in a community. But who does Jesus see? How is Jesus hon-
est with the woman and yet engaging her as a valued person? What is her 
second chance found in Jesus? 

4. How might we engage people with a similar approach of acknowledg-
ing the brokenness and yet offering the hope of living water? Try to create 
some scenarios or role play how you could engage in conversation with 
someone you recognize as hurting. 

5. What part does shame play in a person’s story? How might the Good 
News help release that shame to bring healing?   

6. On the other hand, how might we communicate the need for mercy for 
those who believe they are “good enough?” 

7. Close in prayer, asking God to suggest a person you know that needs 
forgiveness in order to move forward toward love. 



Week 5

The Good News of Grace
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Question
Everything I have, I’ve earned. I’ve worked hard to get where I am. I know 
who I can count on and it is mainly me. I can’t be the best, but I try to be the 
best I can be. Won’t the church just demand more of me? 

Problem
There is so much pressure to succeed from the world's standards. People 
don’t need more pressure from the church. People feel they must earn 
everything: earn approval, earn respect, earn a respectable living, earn a 
place in social circles. Society is not a place of grace. Every slip-up is plas-
tered on social media to be ridiculed as a "fall from grace." 

As much as society wants to believe it is tolerant of all kinds of differences, 
it is very intolerant of many ideas and held values. Followers of Jesus have 
a unique and wonderful opportunity to offer a place of grace and freedom, 
but our reputation is one of judgment and intolerance.   
 
 

Good News
Everything about God’s work with us, in us and through us is about grace: 
gifts undeserved but lavishly poured out. There is absolutely nothing to 
earn in the realm of God’s love and grace. 

We are given everything we need. The One who knows the number of hairs 
on our heads and looks after the lowly sparrow is looking after each one of 
us, providing for us. 

Life isn’t fair as we are all dealt different hands, but life is good, and 
when we trust God for our every need, He truly does provide in amazing 
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ways. Most of all, we never have to earn God’s approval. Our salvation is the 
greatest gift of grace given to each one of us. Every gift must be received, 
and we receive them by trusting ourselves to God’s grace and goodness 
and love. 

Our Message to Share
"Come to Me, all who are weary of trying to earn their way. Come all who 
are tired of being judged, who never quite measure up. Come, all weighted 
with depression and anxiety, all who don't know what is wrong. Come to 
Me and rest; learn the 'unforced rhythms of grace.'"

 
Scripture Themes

• Matthew 6:25–34: "Gentiles strive for all these things." With God’s  
 provision we need not strive but by grace receive His abundance
• Matthew 11:28–30: "Come unto Me."
• Ephesians 2:4–10: By grace...by grace... by grace...
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Small Group Discussion
 
If only...I could be successful.

1.The recent scandal of influential people buying their children’s way into 
prestigious colleges in the USA highlights the societal pressure to be the 
best, look the best and accomplish the most.  There is a great irony that 
those who have “earned” success feel the need to purchase it for their chil-
dren. What pressures do you see in your circles to succeed and be the best? 

2. In what ways might the church unconsciously value merit over grace? In 
rearing children, what is the value of blessing before teaching? How does 
this practice encourage an understanding of grace over merit? 

3. Are the followers of Christ truly set free from the rat race of chasing 
wealth, success, power, happiness, leisure? How can we get out of this soci-
etal trap, and what is a simpler alternative?   

4.Trusting God doesn’t mean we get everything we want, and truly life 
is not fair, but God will provide for what we need by His gracious pres-
ence. How do you actively trust God over your own ability to provide for 
self/family? 

5. Read Luke 19:1–10. Zacchaeus found success, but it cost him his Jewish 
community (he was a hated “sellout” tax collector) and perhaps his own 
integrity. Zacchaeus lived by the life-rule of “pay yourself first.” What was it 
about his interaction with Jesus that changed his perspective? How is grace 
revealed to him? 
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6. A study revealed that white North American males are overall some of 
the least grateful people of any culture. They linked this finding to the idea 
that the North American work ethic teaches to pull yourself up by your 
own boot straps. Therefore, there is no one to thank but one’s self for any 
success or achievement.  How do grace and gratitude go hand in hand? 

7. What is one way to share the Good News of God’s grace with another? 
 
8. Close in prayer as you consider someone who could benefit from the gift 
of grace and freedom from the need to succeed. 
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Week 6

The Good News of Hope Against Evil
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Question
If we are created by Love to love, and God is in control, why do we hate, 
fight and kill? Why greed, anger and lust? What is the source of this evil? 
And why do innocent children die? Isn’t fighting over religion the source of 
most wars?   

Problem
Why is there evil? Apart from our Creator, we do not and cannot live accord-
ing to our created nature. We are driven by the need for love but misun-
derstand what love is. We are self-oriented (I need to be loved) rather than 
other-oriented (I need to love others). Real love is not an emotion; it is a 
fearless desire to work toward the very best for another. 

There is a better way, and that way will ultimately go along with our 
God-designed nature, not against it. Sin breaks down the nature of love 
and goodness in which we were created.   

By our created nature, we are finite beings with finite knowledge, lim-
ited perception and perspective in wisdom and bound by space and 
time. God created us to be dependent upon our Creator for understanding 
others and for the ability to love unconditionally and unselfishly. 

The only way to break out of our finite perspectives is to seek the mind and 
heart of God. When we break relationship with the Source, and act inde-
pendently out of our finite ability and fleshly needs, we fall short of God’s 
intention for creation and give way to disorder and chaos. Most every war is 
started over the word “mine!” 
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 Good News
There truly is a better way to live under the leading of Jesus. He showed us 
in very human terms—through His Incarnation—how to live with and for 
one another. Jesus is the “decisive disclosure of the mind and heart of God.” 

His salvation message isn’t only for individuals but is hope of a new way 
forward for all humanity. If, like Jesus, we trust God to look after our person-
al needs, we are free to look after the needs of others without worry or fear 
about tomorrow. We don’t grasp for “mine” but offer freely what is “ours” to 
one another out of God’s rich abundance. 

If we know personal forgiveness, we can forgive others and break the cycle 
of violence. If we must face death, we know that there is resurrection. 
Whenever we find a path to joy after a loved one has died, despite believ-
ing we will never find peace of heart again, that too is resurrection! 

It is true that we live in a broken world where innocent ones suffer, but 
even in the worst of the worst, God is present, upholding us through the 
grief and sorrow and working for a new good that we can’t yet see or imag-
ine. 

The resurrection of Jesus reveals that nothing—even death—is beyond 
redemption! 
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Our Message to Share
Yes, the world is a broken place, but God has not abandoned us. God works 
in the hearts of those who give permission for Him to transform us away 
from self-preservation to serving the needs around us. 

Evil is temporal but goodness and love are eternal. Consequences of evil 
actions or tragic events can be transformed by communities of love if we 
let God in. Jesus teaches us how, if we take His words seriously and live by 
them. Nothing is beyond redemption when given to God. 

 
Scripture Themes

• Genesis 2–3: God’s intended design for dependency and our failure   
 to embrace those limitations.
• Mark 10:17–27: "Why do you call me good? Only God alone is good!" 
 We may keep certain rules of ethics and morality but that is not what  
 motivates us to true goodness. We cannot even judge our own  
 goodness, let alone others'.  
• John 8:31ff: "You think you are children of Abraham, but your father   
 is Satan." What we think is good is not good at all. We deceive  
 ourselves by our own ideas of justice and mercy and right living but   
 miss the mark. We cannot know truth apart from the Source of truth.   
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Small Group Discussion
 
If only...God stopped bad things from happening.

1. Theologians have wrestled with this question for millennia: “If there is a 
God who is good, why is there so much evil in the world?” How do you an-
swer that question when asked? How does one comfort a parent who has 
lost a child or explain how a gunman can shoot down a classroom of kids?  
Why is this a barrier to some believing in God? 

2. How does God’s sovereignty versus human free will fit into this discus-
sion? 

3. What are some places that people look to for hope? 

4. Our good news is that evil is temporary, but God and His goodness is 
eternal. We can be part of that Good News story by shining light where 
there is darkness, by living justly in the face of oppression, and offering 
hope where there is despair. Think of examples where followers of Jesus 
have brought light into dark situations. 

5. Do you agree with the statement that “nothing is beyond redemption?” 

6. Read Luke 13:1–9. How does Jesus explain evil and injustice in this pas-
sage? What is the call to us as followers of Jesus to repentance? Where do 
we fail to bring light and instead increase the darkness? What is the mes-
sage found in the parable? 

7. Continue reading Luke 13:10–13. What is the message of hope here? 
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8. Do you feel that the question of “Where is God when bad things hap-
pen?” is a legitimate reason to reject belief in God? 

Do people ask, “Why is their good in the world and where does goodness 
originate?” Or “Why do good things happen to me?”  What might people 
respond if we ask them these questions? 

9. Close in prayer, reflecting on how to share God’s love to one suffering a 
deep loss. 



Week 7

The Good News of a Purpose for Living
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Question
Does life really have any meaning or purpose? There’s nothing new under 
the sun, so will my children know anything different than the world I 
experience? Are they my only or best legacy? 

Problem
It is easy to see the negative in the world and wonder if anything is getting 
better. Is there evidence that God’s will is being accomplished on earth 
more than it was 2000 years ago when Jesus came among us? Are Chris-
tians simply waiting for the second coming? Will the world simply self-de-
struct through climate change or World War III? Or is God even now bring-
ing a path of salvation for this creation into the next? 

 

Good News
There is a better way than the present practices of doing life and communi-
ty. We are not stuck in survival of the fittest. Christianity has made a differ-
ence throughout history: starting hospitals, schools, and social programs.  
Our legacy is not without fault as sinful humans still make up the church, 
but God has worked through His people in the name of justice.  

The righteousness (right-ness) of God is the right way to do the life He 
designed. Justice is defined as how we live with and for one another (Ro-
mans 1:16–17). Justice is most often paired with righteousness in the Old 
Testament. 

The Hebrew word for "righteousness" is mishpat and means "the deliver-
ance of justice that restores community relationships."  Righteousness and 
justice are two sides of the same coin.
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Life is not fair. However, life can be just if we follow the teachings of Jesus 
and ensure that the vulnerable are protected, the downtrodden are cared 
for, the poor are fed and sheltered. Oppression must and can be defeated if 
we desire God’s goodness to rule the day. 

There is a worldly misunderstanding of justice as thinking “someone has to 
pay” when a wrong has been committed to balance the scales (eye for an 
eye). God has balanced the scales once and for all by taking on all retribu-
tive justice through the cross. Jesus, as perfect innocence, takes all sin and 
injustice and absorbs the punishment. We are now free to offer a path of 
mercy and forgiveness and restoration. 

God’s better way is a way of justice that breaks down oppression and stops 
the cycles of violence that perpetuate oppression. 

Our Message to Share
God has given us good work to do (Ephesians 2:10) and bringing justice to 
the oppressed is a key call God gives to His people. That is where we must 
be working for Kingdom values that do make a difference. God calls us to 
be a generous people, a kind people, a gentle people. We are also called 
to be stewards and caretakers of creation. We are not owners who have to 
control. Rather, “the earth is the Lord’s and all its fullness.” Thus, we partner 
to nurture and care for all God has made.
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Scripture Themes
• Micah 6:8: What does it mean to love being merciful to others?
• Matthew 5-7: choose any counter-cultural theme to develop as an   
 example.
• Exodus 23 and other Old Testament laws defining justice for  
 community.
• Isaiah, Amos and other prophets whose biggest criticism of society  
 is its practice of injustice. 
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Small Group Discussion
 
If only...I could make a difference. 

1. The world’s problems are overwhelming, and any good we accom-
plish feels like a drop in the ocean. We often retreat from the big issues 
of injustice and pat ourselves on the back for shoveling our neighbour’s 
sidewalk. What does “do justice” mean to you as a Christ follower? 

2. How do we celebrate wonderful acts of service and justice that are not 
done in the name of Jesus? Consider Mark 9:38–41. 

3. Life is not fair, but we can change the balance through acts of justice and 
working on behalf of the oppressed. This is a litmus test of goodness:  How 
willing are you to help another if it is inconvenient? Or sacrificially costly?   
 
4. Read Matthew 16:13–25. Here is Peter who tries so hard to please and be 
good. In a flash of brilliance and insight, he sees Jesus as the Messiah—a 
confession upon which the church would be founded. 

A few beats later, he begins telling Jesus what to do, to which Jesus rebukes 
him with, “Get behind me, Satan.” Jesus never gives up on Peter, but his 
greatness will come only after brokenness, when he quits operating out of 
his own wisdom and strength and gives in completely to Jesus. 

5. If we live by our own definition of “good,” we will always fall short of true 
transformation. Jesus didn’t tweak society; He turned it on its head. Look 
through Matthew 5-7 and identify the counter-cultural teachings of Jesus 
that transformed social courtesies.  

6. Pray for your good and kind neighbours that may not have personally 
received Jesus. What is missing in their lives that Jesus could transform by 
His touch?
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Week 8

The Good News of Shalom Community
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Question
I would like to be part of a community that welcomes and loves me, but the 
church is full of all these self-righteous people who’ll just judge me. Why 
would I want to go a place when I don’t understand the language and all 
that singing? Who can understand the Bible anyway? 

Problem
Unfortunately, the church has a reputation (partly deserved) for three 
things: being hypocritical, judgmental and homophobic. We must work 
doubly hard to overcome the stereotypes that have been placed upon 
us. In a culture of non-joiners, why would a person want to be part of a 
church community? When we think of our un-churched neighbours, how 
easily would they presently fit into a typical Sunday morning? What is the 
best thing that we have to offer and how can we better promote, provide 
and then live it out corporately as well as personally?

 

Good News
The church is Good News when it lives out the communal values of Jesus 
under His lordship. We are called to be a place of warm hospitality, gracious 
acceptance, generosity and merciful understanding.

We have a call to act justly, so how do we actively do that as a faith com-
munity situated within its neighbourhood community? For one thing, the 
church offers a place where gratitude is easily expressed in worship of the 
Great Giver. It can be a place of honest struggle when life is difficult and 
painful. 

Church can be “where two or three are gathered” or a large gathering of 
like-minded disciples of Jesus. Small group home ministries are a perfect 
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gateway into the greater church community. Some creative thinking is 
needed to discern what a small group could offer that would appeal to a 
neighbour so that they might be open to connect. Authentic community 
is very appealing and so it is essential that we sort out what that looks like 
today!

Our Message to Share
I can be your "church" initially as we become friends and grow to trust one 
another. I can introduce you to others with the same values and loves and 
desire for justice. Together we can work for greater good. Small differences 
can lead to transformation. Try it; you might like it! It can be very uplifting 
to gather with others in worship and thanksgiving. 

 
Scripture Themes

• Colossians 3:12-17: This is the best church vision statement 
 possible: God’s desire for His community. What needs to change so   
 that we can become this description?
• Ephesians 4:1-16: All spiritual gifts are given to build up the body.   
 None are given to keep others in submission.
• Ephesians 5:15-21: Importance of music, gratitude and mutual  
 submission to each other’s gifts.
• Romans 12:1-14: Another description of what the church must  
 emulate. 
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Small Group Discussion
 
If only...I could be part of something bigger. 

1.There has been a breakdown of family, church and community over 
the last few generations. Some will do almost anything to be able to 
belong. Others have given up and are resigned to a life of loneliness. What 
are examples of positive communal opportunities? What are examples of 
negative or harmful communities? 

2. What are some reasons that people do not join clubs or organizations as 
readily as in former times? 

3. What do you think defines authentic community? How does the 
church of which you belong meet that description? Where does it fall 
short? 

4. Share a story of when the church was at its best for you.  What can we do 
to be at our best more often? 

5. Read Luke 22:14-23. This is the Passover meal that was shared typically 
with family. How did the disciples become family for Jesus? 

6. They shared a meal together. How does eating together build commu-
nity and why is it so important? When Jesus said, “Do this in remembrance 
of me,” He wasn’t only speaking of the ceremony we do monthly in our 
worship services but was asking us to remember every time we break 
bread and eat together. What are some meaningful ways that we can eat 
together? 
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7. Jesus' community was not perfect—a betrayer was in their midst. We 
will never be perfect communities, but we can still be rich and meaning-
ful communities when we live out the lesson Jesus gives through this last 
supper. Give examples.

8. Read further: Luke 22:24-27. What breaks down community? 

9. Pray together for your church to be authentic community. Ask God to 
reveal one thing that could be changed to bring more life and warmth to 
your fellowship. 
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Week 9

The Good News is Jesus
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Question
I do like a lot of what Jesus said and did, but He lived over 2000 years ago. If 
He were around today, I’d probably listen to His podcast, but a lot of what 
it says He did in the Bible sounds kind of far-fetched. I wonder what Jesus 
would be like today if I could meet Him? 

Problem
People think they know a lot about Jesus, but they really don’t. Some of the 
younger generation whose parents rejected the church are ignorant of who 
Jesus is and what the Bible even begins to teach. Some “Sunday school the-
ology” is bad and needs to be retaught, but there are also generations now 
who have never been introduced even to bad Sunday School teaching. 

How do we introduce Jesus in a fresh, attractive way that cuts through the 
misconceptions and helps them meet the real Son of God, the glory of 
God the Father? We need to develop some simpler stories or handles that 
parishioners can share with a friend or neighbour more easily.   
 

Good News
There is much about Jesus that is attractive. We can share the many stories 
of His compassion and grace toward the outsider, the sick and downcast. 
We also have the Good News that Jesus is a living Presence that we can still 
access today. The resurrection is the cornerstone of our faith, as we worship 
a living Christ and Lord. 

We could encourage people to write out and rehearse their own personal 
story of encountering Jesus, so it isn’t just a belief in someone dead and 
gone but living engagement with a risen Lord. One great example is the 
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way Jesus thought about and lived out leadership. How many other reli-
gious leaders literally washed their follower’s feet as an example of good 
leadership? The uniqueness of Jesus cannot be over-emphasized to move 
Him beyond the realm of “good teacher.” There is a radical re-think to the 
way Jesus points to life abundant that one must personally wrestle with, 
and either accept in full or reject in full. 

Our Message to Share
Jesus was not simply a good man who was martyred. Jesus is God, who 
joined us on earth to experience all that it means to be human, to die 
the way we all must die, and then to conquer the permanence of death 
through resurrection. He is alive; He is here! 

Scripture Themes
• Resurrection Texts: your choice.
• 1 Corinthians 15:12-19: Resurrection according to Paul.
• Acts 9:1-18: Paul’s Damascus road experience with the living Christ. 
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Small Group Discussion
 
If only...I could meet Jesus. 

1. Many have expressed that it would be so much easier to believe if they 
could have seen Jesus for themselves. A personal connection is so much 
more powerful than just intellectual knowledge. In order to really come to 
faith, it needs to become personal. What is standing in the way of people 
coming to have a personal relationship with Jesus? What can we do to help 
with that?

2. How can telling your own story be part of the journey? 

3. How is Jesus alive to you? Share with one another your real encounters 
with a living Christ that moved your faith from head knowledge to experi-
ential relationship. 

4. Read Acts 9:1-18: Paul's conversion story. Paul (then Saul) was alive when 
Jesus was on earth, but he continued to oppose Him. In this text there is a 
personal encounter with Jesus even though Jesus had already died, been 
resurrected and ascended. This personal encounter completely changed 
Paul’s life and ultimately the life of the church. 

Most of us do not have “burning bush” or “Damascus road” experiences, yet 
our encounters with Jesus are no less real. Do we trust that Jesus will meet 
people where they are?  
 
Share with one another encouraging stories where Jesus has come to peo-
ple in a dream or vision. 
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5. Although there are more “nones” (people who identify with no faith) in 
Canada's surveys taken since the 60s, there is also a statistic doubling of 
people who say that they have had a personal spiritual experience. What do 
these statistics say about people’s openness to belief in God and relation-
ship with God, while still rejecting the church? How is God moving outside 
of the church building? 

6. We may have many convincing arguments, but ultimately a person must 
encounter the living Jesus. Head knowledge alone will never lead to con-
version; it also takes an experience with Jesus. Our part is to share our sto-
ries, but also to pray fervently for those we long to know Jesus.  How seri-
ously do we pray for the salvation of others? 

7. Spend time now in praying for those that Jesus lays on your heart. 
 




