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• Welcome to CBWC Sunday! My name is Rob Ogilvie and I have the
privilege of serving as the Executive Minister of this denomination, made up
of 160 churches from Vancouver Island to eastern Manitoba to the Yukon
and Northwest Territories.
• As Executive Minister my role and that of my team is to support local
church pastors and leaders, chaplains, camp directors and others as they
navigate the ministry that God has called them to in their communities and
beyond.
• About three years ago now we established three key priorities that all of our
ministries fall under.
• Cultivating Leadership – we do this through the resourcing and education
of church pastors and leaders, but also by preparing the next generation of
leaders through our camps and our Gap Year Program called Kurios
• Investing in Relationship – I keep saying that “ministry is all about
relationships” because it is. And in order relationships to grow, people need
time together, and we do that through regional ministerial groups, Assembly
meetings, Banff Conferences and connecting with our ministry partners who
are spread across Canada and around the world.

• Engaging in Mission – this keeps us looking well beyond ourselves in
trying to help settle new Canadians who have had to flee their own countries
for many reasons, by supporting our local churches and encouraging them to
plant new congregations, and since the Assembly agreed to sign the United
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, continuing to learn
how to put action to our words.
• I hear from surveys and various media outlets that denominations no longer
matter to people and that denominationalism is dead or soon to disappear.
• Now I realize that any argument I might make that supports denominations
may seem to be self serving, since I am employed by one, but my sincere
belief, that goes way beyond keeping a job – trust me, I’m beyond that stage
of worrying about that - is that I truly believe denominations play a huge
role in supporting the local church.
• When I was pastoring in Weyburn, SK and I had a bike accident and broke 6
ribs and my collarbone the night before I was to do a funeral, my Regional
Minister showed up and did the funeral.
• In that same church when we were considering a building program, the
CBWC Foundation came out, shared wisdom and expertise and then
partnered with us to make it happen. And it happened!
• When I served as a Regional Minister I walked with churches as they went
through pastoral transitions, deeply conflicted situations, financial
challenges, and all kinds of other stuff that can occur in church life - and for
the most part those churches were extremely grateful knowing that no matter
what they were going through, they always knew that whenever they needed
help, their first call was to the Regional Office of the denomination.
• I also say this with conviction because when I served as a Regional Minister
in BC, I had phone calls from pastors of Independent Churches asking me
for help. The didn’t know who else to turn to.
• But the beautiful thing about being in relationship with one another, is that
we don’t need to hesitate to ask, because we are all part of the same family.
• So, my point in sharing all of this is to say that denominations and
denominational leaders are far from perfect, but those of us who serve in
these types of roles truly believe that God calls people into these roles to
support the local church.

• And it seems that if there was ever a time that the local church may need
support, it is now.
• The covid storm continues to be unrelenting, and yet you keep going. I
remember in the summer of 2020 pastors telling me that the issue of opening
the church doors or keeping locked down longer was dividing their church.
They would have people from their church – and if this is you please
consider trying a different tact – come to them with ultimatums saying that if
the doors aren’t opened then they are leaving the church, and at the same
time others in the same congregation saying to them if the doors are opened,
then they are leaving the church.
• And as we went in and out of lockdown the promise of possible vaccinations
was always there, but now that we have them, they too have become
weaponized with similar threats of people leaving if vaccines are enforced or
if vaccines aren’t enforced.
• My heart aches for the local church pastor and leadership and it also aches
for each family who is divided over these questions.
• Division is often referred to as the devil’s foothold.
• Most of you are aware that the CBWC is at a crossroads. We are attempting
to understand our identity as we wrestle with questions about the autonomy
of the local church and how it gets balanced off with what our responsibility
to one another is since we are all a part of this family of churches. We have
some significant conversations still to be had.
• And I believe that my role as the Executive Minister of the CBWC is to
facilitate a process whereby the churches will decide the answers to our
questions. It’s a challenging time.
• I often have people tell me that they are so thankful that they don’t have my
job, or that my job would be the last thing in the world they would ever
want. It’s always very reassuring. 😊
• And so, because of all these things, for the next few minutes I’d like to talk
to you about prayer, and then invite to you to join together in prayer.
• When you talk about prayer from scripture its hard to choose sometimes
because there are so many great examples. Just before Jesus is arrested in
John 17, he prays that he himself might be glorified, he prays for those who

have been closest to him, and he prays for all who will hear the good news
of him and believe.
• Or in Acts 2 when Peter preaches a powerful message after the Holy Spirit
came upon the people at Pentecost, we are told that those who believed
devoted themselves to the apostles teaching, the breaking of bread together,
and prayer.
• Today I decided to look at two parables, as told by Jesus and we find them in
the 18th chapter of the Gospel of Luke, commonly referred to as the Parable
of the Persistent Widow, and the Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax
Collector
• 18 Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show
them that they should always pray and not give
up. 2 He said: “In a certain town there was a judge
who neither feared God nor cared what people
thought. 3 And there was a widow in that town who
kept coming to him with the plea, ‘Grant me
justice against my adversary.’
• 4 “For some time he refused. But finally he said to
himself, ‘Even though I don’t fear God or care what
people think, 5 yet because this widow keeps
bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that
she won’t eventually come and attack me!’”
• 6 And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge
says. 7 And will not God bring about justice for his
chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will
he keep putting them off? 8 I tell you, he will see that
they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son
of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?”
• The Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector
•

To some who were confident of their own
righteousness and looked down on everyone
else, Jesus told this parable: 10 “Two men went up to
the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax
collector. 11 The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed:
9

‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people—
robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax
collector. 12 I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all
I get.’
“But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would
not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and
said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’

•

13

•

14

“I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went
home justified before God. For all those who exalt
themselves will be humbled, and those who humble
themselves will be exalted.”

•
• These are such well known stories to most of us and they can be summarized
so simply – keep praying and know your place before God!
• Prayer is one of those things that is foundational to our faith and yet is also
problematic.
• British Pastor and theologian Martyn Lloyd Jones once stated, “Of all the
activities in which the Christian engages, and which are part of the
Christian life, there is surely none which causes so much perplexity and
raises so many problems, as the activity which we call prayer.” (Yancy,
Prayer, Pg. 16)
• Just over a year ago our daughter Annie and her husband Kent were serving
as missionaries in the small country of Belize. As hurricane Nana came
barreling toward their coastline, we begged people from around the world to
join us in prayer for their safety and that of the nation.
• The morning that hurricane hit the coast it immediately dissipated and aside
from some minor flooding there were no lives lost and virtually no damage
in the whole country. To us there was no other explanation other than a
miracle of God
• That same summer, my friend Samuel Tolbert, pastor of St. Mary
Missionary Baptist Church in Lake Charles, Louisiana, had two hurricanes
that past through their community, knocking down much of their church
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building and leaving his family home without power for 30 days. Where was
that miracle?
I can’t tell you why some prayers seem to be answered the way we want
them to be, while others are not. I can’t tell you why it seems that sometimes
the voice of one person who asks is heard, and yet when a huge number of
people ask it still doesn’t always go the way of the crowd.
But I am challenged by the fact that as people of faith, as followers of Jesus,
we are called to pray.
And perhaps we need to spend less time trying to understand what it is and
how it works, and more time doing it.
I don’t mean that we shouldn’t seek to understand prayer, but if we spend all
our time dissecting it and wrestling with it and questioning why God didn’t
do what we asked of him, we may forget to pray.
The first of these two parables teach us to Pray without giving up. God
wants us to be in relationship with him. He want’s us to be talking to him
and bringing our cares and concerns before him, as well as taking the time to
thank and praise him.
And the second parable also encourages prayer, but prayer that recognizes
that we are not the creator, but rather the created, and we should not spend
our lives putting others down in order to build ourselves up, but rather to
earnestly approach God, confess that we are too are sinners, and humbly ask.
Our prayers should come from a place of hope and faith, not a place of pride
or privilege.
And so, as a people, as a family of churches known as the CBWC, we
believe that we are being called to a time of Collective Prayer – praying the
same words-together, opening our hearts to hear His voice-together. Rather
than working our own way and voicing our own way through troubling
times, we humble ourselves and invite God’s Spirit to transform our hearts
and minds, making space for His voice to be heard, revealing His way for us,
together
Using the Lord’s Prayer as a framework, for seven Sundays in a row
beginning January 9, we invite your congregation to join with the rest of this
family of churches, CBWC staff and CBWC Board members to pray; pray
with the persistence of the widow who stood before the judge, not giving up

until justice was served; pray with the humility of the tax collector who cried
out to God at the temple asking for God to have mercy on him, a sinner; pray
for unity within our churches, that things like vaccines would not cause
division; and pray for God’s leading for this denomination of churches and
that together we might hear him and be faithful to him.
• More details will follow
• But I want to leave you today a quote that my friend Steve Brown recently
used in a post he created. In it he quotes Oswald Chambers, the Scottish
Baptist evangelist and teacher, who said, “Prayer does not equip us for
greater works, prayer is the greater work.”
• So, let’s pray!

Children’s Message – CBWC Sunday 2021 – Always Pray. Never Give Up
Hey kids. I'm so glad you're here. I've got a story for you.
(Child 1 interrupts, asking for help)
I can't help you. I'm in the middle of something. Okay. I've got a story to tell you
yet.
(Child 2 interrupts, asking for help)
No, I can't help you. I'm sorry. I'm in the middle of something. Okay. This is the
story. Sorry for the interruptions. Once upon a time, there was a woman who
was…
(Child 3 interrupts, asking for help)
I can't help. I'm in the middle of something. Oh, sorry. Once upon a time…
(All 3 children interrupt, asking for help)
You need me up. Okay. I gotta be quick. I'll go. Fine. Let's go together. Okay. Go.
I’ll be right back.
(They leave together and then return)

Here's the story. Once upon a time, there was a woman and she lived in a town, but
she was kind of sad because her husband died and she had a big problem with no
one to help.
But she knew of a judge in the town who could help her. So, she went to the judge
and she said, “judge, please help me.” And the judge said, “oh, I don't have time
for you.”
She went away. You think maybe she would have given up, but no, the next day
she came back again and the judge said, “I can't help you again.”
Did she give up? No. She went back the next day said, “please, you need to help
me”. The judge said “no”.
This continued day after day. Finally, after many days the judge said, “oh, okay, I
need you to stop bothering me. I will help you”. And the judge helped her. Now
this is a story that Jesus told because people were saying, oh, sometimes we pray
and it's like, God isn't even listening.
And Jesus said always pray and never give up. So, like earlier, when you came to
ask daddy for help and I said, “no, no, no, I can't help you”. But then finally daddy
did help you. Jesus says, “God loves you.”
So of course, God is going to help you. So don't give up when you're praying,
keep praying, and God will help you. Sometimes it doesn't happen right in the
same day. Sometimes it's not even in the same week or maybe even the same year.
And sometimes God's answer is a little different than what we think, but God
always answers our prayers and hears us. So on the count of three, I want you to
say, “Always pray.” 1, 2, 3 “always pray”.
And then we’ll count to three and we're going to say “never give up”. 1, 2, 3.
“Never give up.” Never give up. Always pray. That's what Jesus wants for us,
because we have a God who listens and helps us. Let's pray.
(Child prays) Dear God. Help me always pray and never give up. Amen.

Grant: Scripture reminds us over and over again that our God calls us to listen to
his voice, and to discern together, how to live faithfully in this world and to do that
by creating space for His Spirit to guide us.
Shannon: When we are in troubling times; when we lose sight of God’s will and
action in the world; when we are flummoxed; and when we long for God’s
kingdom to be revealed in our challenges and uncertainties, God reminds us to
come back to a posture of prayer - to Orienting ourselves to Him so we can discern
‘how then shall we live’.?
Grant: As God’s people, he calls us to Collective Prayer. Together we pray the
same words-together, we posture ourselves to hear His voice. Rather than working
out our own way through troubling times, together we humble ourselves and invite
God’s Spirit to transform our mind and our hearts, in order to reveal His will to us.
Together we pray Our Father, just as Jesus taught us.
Shannon: CBWC Executive Staff and Board have prayerfully sensed a calling of
our Churches to Collective Prayer for the purpose of Orienting our hearts and
minds to the voice of God. Our God who invites us to join Him at work in His
world.

We invite you to join with our CBWC Churches each Sunday during your worship
service prayer time, beginning January 9th through February 27th as we collectively
pray “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done.”
(Watch for more information coming (soon) at cbwc.ca)

