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This book begins with the concept that for much of its history, the Christian church has lived 

with the sense of being at home in the world, with considerable influence and power. This was 

known as Christendom. That age of Christendom is now over, and now the church must function 

from the margins, having lost any kind of cultural authority (p. 36). In our Canadian context, 

Beach draws on Charles Taylor to describe our society as secular. Society has moved from an 

age where belief in God went unchallenged to one in which belief in God is one option among 

others, and not always easy to embrace (p. 39). This move of the church from the centre to the 

margins is described by Beach as a form of exile. 

Beach attempts to do two things in his writing, the first of which is to consider a biblical 

theology of exile, and in the second part of his book, to consider some of the ways the church 

can use that theology in its understanding and ministry. Beach then goes to the Scriptures and 

examines the theme of exile from an Old Testament perspective, focussing on the stories of 

Esther, Daniel and Jonah. He proceeds to study the Second Temple period for this theme, and 

then focuses on Jesus’ ministry and 1 Peter. In bringing the book to a close, Beach offers some 

application of ancient wisdom for the church in its present circumstances. 

As Beach makes his observations about the exile theme in the Old Testament, he begins broadly 

and then becomes more focussed. A turning point for the people of Israel, Beach writes, was 

when they accepted a renewed call to being a people of mission, called by God to be a light to 

the nations (p. 63). The book of Esther, then, is where Beach turns to next, and in this chapter he 

does a fine job of describing the latent doubts that folks might have when in exile, wondering 

about the presence of God. Esther serves to offer us an eloquent word of assurance, reminding 

us that God is with us in exile (p. 74). 

The book of Daniel also has advice for exiles, about how to live successfully under foreign rule. 

An important lesson from Daniel, one that post-Babylonian exiles knew, was that God does not 

always deliver the faithful in the way that they may want (p. 85). The main lesson from Daniel, 

though, for Beach, is that embodied holiness is a positive force in society and will bring about 

blessing to the world (89). 

In chapter 5, Beach examines Jonah, and suggests that the book of Jonah is a critique for those 

who think that God is only at work in certain situations. Jonah reminds its readers that God is 

engaged in all cultures, even cultures that appear to be ungodly and even oppressive (p. 101).  



Turning to the New Testament, Beach begins with the life of Christ, and notes that Jesus too was 

situated in a context that wasn’t particularly welcoming of his message. Importantly, Jesus 

himself is a model of exile as he is depicted as the one who is away from his true home (p. 112). 

Additionally, Peter’s writings are important for the exilic theme in that they describe Peter’s 

interest in working with the traditions out of which the church was born as a resource for living 

presently. As such, the church are the people through whom God has chosen to work in this 

particular time (p. 123). 

In part 2 of this book, Beach writes of the practices of exiles, using four chapters to encourage 

the church to live into these times with hopefulness. In fact, as Beach addresses leaders in 

today’s church, he suggests that one of the most important functions of ministry leaders is to 

engender hope. Using imagination and creativity, innovation must be considered as imperative 

for the church in today’s society. In chapter 9, the topic of responsive theology is broached, and 

the point here is that the church must find an appropriate response to the culture in which it 

finds itself (p. 157). Beach then encourages the church in chapter 10 to embody holiness as its 

identity, seeking ways to live according to the way God has called his people to live at all times 

and also in the time we now find ourselves. Chapter 11 is about mission, and Beach encourages 

the church to be intentional in forging relationships with its community. Finally, Beach ends the 

book by considering eschatology, reminding his readers that our largest hope lies once again in 

Christ, in his return and restoring of fallen creation. 

I have valued this book, so much so that I would like to speak with the author directly and hear 

further from him about these topics. At the same time, I think there are a couple of chapters that 

I would’ve liked a little more clarity on; his chapters on Jonah and Jesus could have used more 

clarity at times, and could’ve been longer. In his chapter on Jesus, for instance, he speaks of 

Israel’s self-understanding of exile, and of how Jesus came to end the notion of exile, but to me 

this could have been clearer. Yet what he has written has been very helpful for me, and it would 

seem, others as well. His footnotes are helpful for continuing this discussion and are capable of 

sending a reader down a rabbit hole if not careful. The more practical suggestions of the latter 

half of the book are helpful, hopeful, and capable of sparking imagination. I appreciate the 

Biblical and theological reflection that governs his insights, his reliance on the wisdom literature, 

and I also appreciate that this is written from a Canadian perspective. I would like to read this in 

my own church community, and I think others would benefit from a collective reading as well.  

 

 

 


