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“18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to 
which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, 19 and his 
incomparably great power for us who believe.” 
 
It was these words from Ephesians that framed our first gathering in over three years of 
Canadian Bap�sts from our four western provinces and two territories. The worship team, led 
by Craig Bosnick from The Neighbourhood Church, Burnaby, united 400+ voices in praise of our 
holy triune God, a wondrous gi� a�er years of Covid restric�ons. Together we remembered the 
saints who have gone to glory in the past year and celebrated those re�ring. We were mutually 
encouraged by welcoming three new churches into our midst (Heritage Mountain Community 
Church, Port Moody, BC; Emmanuel Bap�st Church, Calgary; and Calgary Chinese Bap�st 
Church), and five candidates approved for ordina�on by their local churches (Diana Zhao, 
Timothy Challen, Kent Dixon, Jasper Song, and Greg Pearson). Our guest speaker, Dr. Gordon 
Smith, President of Ambrose University in Calgary, called our aten�on to the day of Ascension 
and the firm reminder that the power of the resurrected Christ is only fulfilled through His 
ascension to the Father, and that it is from this place of authority that Christ now works in and 
through us for the fulfillment of His kingdom come and His will be done. 
 
A�er much visi�ng and a good night’s rest in the wonderful facili�es of the Conference Center, 
we were challenged and encouraged by the morning Bible study led by Rev. Anna Braun, 
chaplain for the Lethbridge Correc�onal Center. With visual imagery, she showed that the light 
of Christ can mean different things through differing stages and circumstances in our lives, and 
to ul�mately trust that light and all that it reveals. Rob Ogilvie then spoke from his heart about 
the challenges we face as the CBWC and outlined the process we have been in for the last 
several years, then describing how the rest of the Assembly would work through the business 
before it. His words were received with an enthusias�c round of applause and the Assembly was 
heartened with hope for our future together. The rest of Friday morning dealt with the financial 
business of the Assembly, reports from CBWC Ministry Partners, and a call for churches to 
con�nue in their faithful support of our ministry together. As the current CBWC President, 
Loralyn Lind, was sick with COVID-19 and unable to atend, Grant Hill was voted in as presiding 
Chair for the business sessions of Assembly. 
 
Friday a�ernoon was dedicated to conversa�on, which was facilitated by Rev. Darrin Hote (New 
Solu�on Media�on Services, BA, MDiv, Cert. ConRes., FMC Cert. CFM, FEA) who used his skills 
as a professional mediator to encourage delegates to share their concerns regarding the Iden�ty 
Statement prepared by the CBWC Board and staff for approval by the Assembly. The 
conversa�ons were honest, emo�onal, and respec�ul and Darrin was able to draw out the 
primary concerns being voiced in the room through his calming, capable presence. This �me of 

https://vimeo.com/715355762


sharing allowed for the Saturday vo�ng session to be efficiently managed in the limited �me 
remaining. 
 
The meals shared together are always a highlight of any Assembly and the BCY conven�on took 
the Friday dinner hour to gather separately and achieve their needed Annual General Mee�ng. 
By the photos, it looked like there was more fun than business! We gathered together again 
Friday evening for further opportuni�es for worship through song, and Dr. Gordon Smith spoke 
to us about a resilient hope in Christ in the face of a challenging world. 
 
Saturday morning, the Assembly addressed and voted upon the eight mo�ons that were in the 
docket and presented prior to Assembly. Seven mo�ons were submited by churches and 1 
mo�on was from the CBWC board to accept the CBWC Iden�ty Statement as distributed. Each 
vote needed to be approved by a two third’s majority of the Assembly of 300 vo�ng 
delegates, with the excep�on of the mo�on to defer, which required a 50%+1 threshold. 
Kudos go to Rev. Grant Hill for the excep�onal way he led us through the mo�ons with a firm 
hand and a smile. Below is a chart showing the results of those votes. In the end, the Iden�ty 
statement as originally presented was affirmed by close to 70% of the delegates with the 
request to add addi�onal Scriptural references to our statement of faith.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

MOTIONS YES NO ABSTN TOTAL VOTES W/O 
ABSTAIN 

PERCENTAGE % PASS/FAIL 

1. DEFER ID motion 
 

   show of hands 50% + 1 obtained 
by show of hands 

FAIL 

2. ADD SOUL 
FREEDOM 

98 179 9 277 by ballot 35.4- Y 
64.6- N 

FAIL 

3. REMOVE 
MARRIAGE 

69 198 6 267 by ballot 25.8- Y 
74.2- N 

FAIL 

4. ADD  
AUTONOMY 

110 173 7 283 by ballot 39- Y 
61-N 

FAIL 

5. ADD  
SCRIPTURE 

   show of hands 2/3 by show of 
hands 

PASS 

6. ADD phrase to 
BAPTISM 

123 114  237 by ballot 52- Y 
48-N 

FAIL 

7. ID STATEMENT 185 83 11 268 by ballot 69-Y 
31-N 

PASS 
 

8. HR/FBC on 
process of removal 
 

45 167 8 212 by ballot 21-Y 
79-N 

FAIL 


