
 
  
 
The following document was created in consultation with members of the Executive Staff, 
Regional Advisory Teams, and the Board of the Canadian Baptists of Western Canada. It 
emerged as a response to the need for a standard process for dealing with congregations who 
desire to affiliate with the CBWC. 
 
A Foundational Concept 
The Canadian Baptists of Western Canada is a voluntary affiliation of churches. Historically, these 
churches voted to associate together to form the Canadian Baptists of Western Canada as a 
denomination. Once formed, the CBWC made some administrative decisions that affect its 
organizational structure. One of the most significant decisions was that the CBWC would sub-
divide into three geographic regions for administrative purposes. This decision means that the 
three regions – British Columbia/Yukon, Alberta/Northwest Territories and the Heartland 
(Saskatchewan, Manitoba) are part of the larger CBWC rather than the CBWC being a product of 
the regions. In practical terms, when churches vote to join the Canadian Baptists of Western 
Canada, they join the CBWC denomination and are then assigned to their particular geographic 
region. Even though early contact between the church and Canadian Baptist staff might be at a 
regional level, the churches are understood to join the Canadian Baptists of Western Canada, not 
the Region where they are located.   
 
Two Major Avenues for Affiliation 
Churches seeking to affiliate with the CBWC will normally be of two kinds:  

1. Churches already in existence that are independent or affiliated with some other 
religious body; 

2. New churches coming into existence within the framework of Canadian Baptist guidance 
and support. 
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The general procedures suggested below have been designed to fit these two categories. They 
outline the major steps to be taken at a congregational level. More detail is also provided in the 
Affiliation Checklist near the end of this document.   
 
I.  Churches Already in Existence: 
 
A.  Prerequisites: 
To be eligible for admittance to The Canadian Baptists of Western Canada, a church shall have: 
 

1. An organized life, as a congregation or as a church, of not less than one year. 
2. A stated membership (e.g. membership roll) of not less than 20 active adult members 

(over age 18 years). 
3. A formal organization such as council, executive, or board(s), with stated officers (by 

name). 
4. A constitution, statement of faith, or church covenant clearly setting forth the church's 

understanding of its own nature that are all generally consistent with Specific Baptist 
Beliefs and vision and mission of the CBWC. 

5. Churches that already have an affiliation with a denomination other than Canadian 
Baptists of Western Canada are required to secure a letter of clearance and permission 
from the prior denomination indicating there is goodwill and appropriate attention to 
protocol in the transfer process. 

6. Churches seeking affiliation who hold title to property or have the title to their property 
held in trust by another denomination, are encouraged to arrange that any and all of the 
remaining assets be transferred to the CBWC or other local Baptist church in the event 
of the church’s dissolution. 

7. Churches seeking affiliation should be prepared to bear some of the costs incurred to 
explore affiliation (e.g.  Travel, accommodation, meals, and Board and Congregational 
meetings). 

 
B.  Procedure: 
 
A church will be admitted to the Canadian Baptists of Western Canada through a process of 
reciprocal action between the church and the CBWC.  The Director of Church Planting, Regional 
Minister with the Regional Advisory Team of the particular Region will serve as the liaison body 
between the church and the Canadian Baptists. The following process will be used: 
 

1. The church will hold a meeting attended by not less than three quarters of its active 
adult membership, and shall pass a motion with a majority of not less than three-
quarters of those present, indicating its desire to enter into membership with the 
CBWC. 

2. The church will write a letter to the Director of Church Planting and Regional Minister, 
reporting the vote of the congregation to affiliate. The letter requesting affiliation 
should include:  

• a copy of the congregational minutes 



• a brief history of the church 
• a description of the church's organizational and worship life 
• a list of the officers currently holding office a 
• statement of the church's current financial position and financial history over the past 

year 
3. Official representatives of the respective Region will meet personally with the elected 

officers of the church and as many additional members as possible and shall seek to 
interpret to them the organization, policy, and priorities of the denomination to ensure 
the church fully understands the ramifications of a decision to affiliate. They will also 
seek to gain as clear an understanding as possible of the church which is seeking to 
affiliate. 

4. The representatives of the Region shall present a full report to the Regional Advisory 
Team, together with the written request of the church.  

5. The Regional Advisory Team will satisfy itself that the affiliation is a desirable match and 
then forward a recommendation to the CBWC Board that the church be received into 
full CBWC membership.  

6. Upon accepting the recommendation of the Regional Advisory Team, the CBWC Board 
will recommend to the CBWC Assembly that the church be granted affiliation. It will also 
notify the Regional Advisory Team and the church congregation of its intent. 

7. Once notified of the CBWC Board’s affiliation recommendation, the church will be 
entitled to send its pastor and representatives to the CBWC Assembly to receive the 
church’s official welcome into the Canadian Baptists of Western Canada. 

8. Once notified of the CBWC Board’s affiliation recommendation, the church will be 
entitled and expected to send delegates to subsequent Assemblies of the Canadian 
Baptists of Western Canada.  If the timing of the CBWC Board decision happens after an 
Assembly but before a Regional Assembly, the affiliating church will be entitled and 
expected to send delegates to the Regional Assembly.  

 
 

II. New Churches Coming into Existence: 
 
A new church that is coming into existence within the Canadian Baptist context will follow the 
following organizational and liaison procedures within the Region where the church is located.   
Each church will have a unique character and early stages of congregational life, but their 
journey as a congregation will be carefully supervised by the Director of Church Planting, 
Regional Minister and a Regionally appointed Steering Committee. 
 
A. Prerequisites: 
 
To be eligible for admittance to The Canadian Baptists of Western Canada, a church will have: 
 

1. An organized life, as a congregation or as a church, of not less than one year. 
2. A stated membership (e.g., membership roll) of not less than 20 active adult members 

(over eighteen years of age). 



3. A formal organization such as council, executive, or board(s), with stated officers (by 
name). 

4. A constitution or by-laws incorporating a statement of faith or church that clearly sets 
forth the church's understanding of its own nature that are all generally consistent with 
Specific Baptist Beliefs and the vision and mission of the CBWC. 

 
B.  Organization: 
 

1. Ongoing discussions will take place between a group of Christians who wish to unite as a 
church and the Director of Church Planting, the Regional Advisory Team, the Regional 
Minister and other Canadian Baptist representatives.  As part of this process, they will 
agree on a general organizational structure for the church. 

2. Those persons who wish to unite as a church affiliated with the Canadian Baptists of 
Western Canada will set a time and place for an organizational meeting.  This group 
shall number not less than 20 adult believers (over age 18 years). 

3. With the assistance of the Director of Church Planting and Regional Steering Committee, 
the group will elect an interim moderator and secretary. A person (e.g. visiting Pastor, 
the Regional Minister, or other CBWC official) may be asked to attend the organizational 
meeting and to serve as moderator, or this position may be filled by a member of the 
group. 

4. A member of the group shall move that "those persons here assembled, and whose 
names are herewith recorded, shall constitute themselves a Baptist church to be known 
as "[insert name of church]." Those in favor of the motion, and whose names are 
recorded by the secretary, are constituted a local church with a charter membership of 
those who favoured the motion. 

5. The charter membership may be kept open for a stated period (e.g., four months) by 
agreement of the church, so that persons unable to be at the organizational meeting 
may have the opportunity to become charter members. 

6. A motion to seek affiliation with the CBWC may be incorporated into the motion to 
organize as a church, or be presented as a separate motion at the same organizational 
meeting and passed by a two-thirds majority. 

7. It is appropriate for the newly organized church to pass a further motion that extends a 
call to the church planter to become the first official pastor of the church. 

8. The church will elect its officers, based on discussions noted in point #1, at the 
organizational meeting.  This election can be the simple election of an interim 
Moderator and interim Secretary- in anticipation of a later process for the nomination 
and election of a full slate of officers If the Steering Committee has prearranged for a 
nominating process to precede the organizational meeting, it is possible that the full 
election of officers could take place at the organizational meeting. 

9. The Regional Advisory Team will forward a recommendation to the CBWC Board that 
the church be received into full CBWC membership.  

10. Upon accepting the recommendation of the Regional Advisory Team, the CBWC Board 
will recommend to the CBWC Assembly that the church be granted affiliation. It will also 
notify the Regional Advisory Team and the church congregation of its intent. 



11. Once notified of the CBWC Board’s affiliation recommendation, the church will be 
entitled to send its pastor and representatives to the CBWC Assembly to receive the 
church’s official welcome into the Canadian Baptists of Western Canada. 

12. Once notified of the CBWC Board’s affiliation recommendation, the church will be 
entitled and expected to send delegates to subsequent Assemblies of the Canadian 
Baptists of Western Canada.  If the timing of the CBWC Board decision happens after an 
Assembly but before a Regional Assembly, the affiliating church will be entitled and 
expected to send delegates to the Regional Assembly.  
 

 
Upon affiliation, the church should make its affiliation with the Canadian Baptists of Western 
Canada known in its public identity.  For example, the church could use an affiliation 
statement such as “Affiliated with the Canadian Baptists of Western Canada.   
 

Adopted by the CBWC Assembly as a policy in April 1990. 


