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Rob	Ogilvie,	Land	Acknowledgement:	

My	name	is	Rob	Ogilvie	on	behalf	of	the	Canadian	Bap8sts	of	Western	Canada	and	
I'm	coming	to	you	today	from	Calgary,	where	we	acknowledge	that	we	are	
gathered	on	Treaty	7	lands	and	the	tradi8onal	territories	of	the	Blackfoot	
Confederacy,	Tsuut’ina	and	Stoney	Nakoda	Na8ons,	as	well	as	the	Mé8s	Na8on.	
We	make	this	acknowledgement	as	a	way	of	making	public	the	commitments	to	
treaty	that	have	not	always	been	kept,	and	to	acknowledge	that	the	Church	has	
been	a	source	of	harm	and	we	have	failed	to	be	people	of	our	word.	We	seek	to	
do	justly,	to	love	mercy,	and	to	walk	humbly	with	God	in	all	our	rela8onships,	and	
especially	with	those	who	God	has	placed	on	this	land,	and	in	alignment	with	our	
commitment	to	the	United	Na8ons	Declara8on	on	the	Rights	of	Indigenous	People	
as	a	framework	for	reconcilia8on.	



Shannon	Youell,	Welcome:	

Welcome	to	CBWC	Sunday.	We	welcome	you	to	this	family	gathering	of	
celebra8ng	the	things	that	we	do	together	as	CBWC	churches	and	family.	As	we	
will	see	in	Acts	2:42,	the	Early	Church	gathered	together	regularly.	They	met	
together	in	homes	and	in	larger	groups	and	they	developed	rhythms	of	
flourishing:	of	being	devoted	to	the	Apostles’	teaching,	to	the	fellowship,	to	the	
breaking	of	bread,	and	to	praying	together.	And	in	those	rhythms	not	only	did	
their	own	community	grow	in	discipleship	and	engagement,	but	the	community	
around	them	also	benefited.	This	is	who	we	are	as	CBWC.	As	churches	spread	
across	Western	Canada	and	into	the	Yukon	and	the	Northwest	Territories,	we	
meet	in	our	homes—in	our	local	places—but	then	we	gather	together	and	we	do	
things	together,	to	celebrate	so	that	the	greater	community	can	also	flourish	and	
be	blessed	by	what	it	means	to	be	together	as	family,	as	our	CBWC	family.	



Louanne	Haugan,	InvesGng	in	RelaGonship:	

Have	you	ever	taken	a	moment	to	celebrate	the	rich	diversity	in	our	family	of	
churches?	I’m	so	grateful	for	the	breadth	of	contexts,	demographics,	and	
experiences	across	the	CBWC.	It	conjures	up	imagery	of	a	potluck	feast,	and	we	all	
know	how	much	Bap8sts	love	potlucks!	By	being	part	of	an	associa8on	of	
churches,	we	are	able	to	turn	to	each	other	in	8mes	of	need	to	find	strength	in	the	
Spirit-given	gi\s	that	each	brings	to	the	table.	When	we	all	chip	in,	we	can	all	
partake.		

One	of	our	partners,	Hopehill,	runs	a	re8rement	community	in	Vancouver.	When	
the	CBWC	launched	Kurios,	our	gap	year	experience,	Hopehill	made	a	
commitment	to	provide	bursaries	to	incoming	students	as	a	way	to	promote	
intergenera8onal	ministry.	Their	only	ask	was	that	each	year,	Kurios	students	visit	
Hopehill	for	a	week	to	learn	what	it	means	to	minister	to	seniors.	Mornings	are	
spent	learning,	and	a\ernoons	pu_ng	that	learning	into	prac8ce.	The	residents	
are	thrilled	to	have	young	people	in	their	midst.	Kurios	wins,	the	residents	win,	
Hopehill	wins.	Kingdom	investment	never	comes	back	void	when	we	bring	our	
best	to	the	table.	We	are	be`er	together.		

Our	C2	grant	is	another	way	that	folks	from	our	CBWC	family	support	one	another.	
This	ini8a8ve	provides	several	opportuni8es	each	year	to	invest	in	new	and	
innova8ve	ministry	outside	of	our	own	home	churches,	and	to	build	rela8onships	
in	the	process.	Some8mes	all	a	church	needs	is	a	li`le	help	from	the	family	to	
be`er	serve	their	community.	In	a	recent	campaign,	it	was	a	city	church	that	
stepped	up	to	help	one	of	our	newest,	rural	churches.	Leduc	Community	Bap8st	
Church	knew	they	had	both	the	manpower	and	exper8se	to	respond	to	
Longview's	plea	for	facility	upgrades.	They	gathered	and	sent	a	group	of	re8rees,	
armed	with	tools	and	supplies,	to	complete	the	project.	They	even	chipped	in	the	
extra	dollars	needed	to	fully	replace	the	damaged	floor	instead	of	just	repairing	it.		

As	we	all	come	to	the	table,	we,	as	a	body	of	churches,	become	a	place	where	
healthy	rela8onships	develop	as	we	learn	to	listen	to	one	another.	We	become	a	
place	where	partners,	churches	and	people	connect	for	shared	Kingdom	ministry
—a	conduit	for	prayer,	encouragement,	ideas	and	resources.	We	are	commi`ed	to	
working	with	you	and	alongside	you,	come	what	may.	It	means	showing	up	for	
and	suppor8ng	one	another	even	when	plans	change.	It	means	bringing	our	best	



to	the	table,	inves8ng	in	our	collabora8ve	story	and	leaving	the	return	and	results	
up	to	God.	

Pull	up	a	chair	and	join	the	feast!	



Kurios,	The	Apostles’	Creed:	

We	believe	in	God,	the	Father	almighty,	
	creator	of	heaven	and	earth.	
We	believe	in	Jesus	Christ,	God's	only	Son,	our	Lord.	
	He	was	conceived	by	the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit	
	and	born	of	the	virgin	Mary.	
He	suffered	under	Pon8us	Pilate,	
	was	crucified,	died,	and	was	buried.	
	He	descended	to	the	dead.	
On	the	third	day	he	rose	again.	
	He	ascended	into	heaven,	
	and	is	seated	at	the	right	hand	of	the	Father.	
	He	will	come	again	to	judge	the	living	and	the	dead.	
We	believe	in	the	Holy	Spirit,	
	the	holy	universal	Church,	
	the	communion	of	the	saints,	
	the	forgiveness	of	sins,	
	the	resurrec8on	of	the	body,	
	and	the	life	everlas8ng.		
Amen.	



Gladys	Tsang,	Acts	2:42-47:	

They	devoted	themselves	to	the	apostles’	teaching	and	to	fellowship,	to	the	
breaking	of	bread	and	to	prayer.	Everyone	was	filled	with	awe	at	the	many	
wonders	and	signs	performed	by	the	apostles.	All	the	believers	were	together	and	
had	everything	in	common.	They	sold	property	and	possessions	to	give	to	anyone	
who	had	need.	Every	day	they	con8nued	to	meet	together	in	the	temple	courts.	
They	broke	bread	in	their	homes	and	ate	together	with	glad	and	sincere	hearts,	
praising	God	and	enjoying	the	favor	of	all	the	people.	And	the	Lord	added	to	their	
number	daily	those	who	were	being	saved.	



Larry	Schram,	Sermon:	

A	few	years	ago,	Erna	and	I	were	walking	in	Dublin,	Ireland,	and	as	we	came	to	an	
intersec8on,	I	no8ced	a	very	large	and	obvious	and	prominent	sign	right	at	eye	
level	that	said:	“Pedestrians,	Look	Right.”	I	then	looked	down	at	the	ground	and	
there,	painted	on	the	asphalt	at	my	feet,	was	a	similar	message	in	very	large	white	
le`ers:	“Look	to	the	right.”		

Now,	it	is	very	clear	that	we	were	in	a	foreign	country;	we	were	in	a	large	urban	
area	that	catered	to	a	lot	of	tourists	who	came	from	other	countries	like	Canada,	
where	we	learn	very	early	in	life	that	to	safely	cross	an	intersec8on	you	look	to	the	
le\.	In	fact,	the	li`le	phrase	that	I	used	when	I	was	learning	how	to	cross	streets	
and	when	I	taught	my	children	and	my	grandchildren:	“you	look	le\,	look	right,	
you	look	le\,”	because	nine	8mes	out	of	10,	unless	you're	dealing	with	a	one-way	
street,	if	there's	going	to	be	a	problem	with	the	vehicle,	the	vehicle’s	coming	from	
the	le\.	But	now	we	were	in	a	foreign	country	and	a	very	large	urban	city	with	a	
lot	of	tourists	where	they	were	driving	on	the	opposite	side	of	the	road.	And	all	
those	tourists	needed	some	clear,	obvious	and	visual	reminders	that	things	were	
different	here,	that	we	were	in	a	different	city.	We	were	in	a	different	culture,	we	
are	facing	a	different	reality.	Here,	we	look	to	the	right.		

So	what	did	I	do?	I	came	to	that	intersec8on.	I	saw	both	signs.	I	understood	clearly	
what	was	being	asked	of	me,	and	I	immediately	looked	to	the	le\	and	preceded	to	
step	out	directly	in	front	of	a	car	coming	from	the	right.	That,	my	friends,	is	the	
power	of	a	habit.	Habits	just	automa8cally	kick	into	our	hearts,	our	minds,	our	
souls.	They	become	the	automated	responses	that	are	just	woven	into	the	very	
fabric	of	our	lives.	Habits	are	those	things	that	shape	our	lives,	that	direct	our	
days,	that	just	automa8cally	express	themselves.	And	unless	there	is	a	very	clear	
present	and	obvious	danger	to	change	the	habit—like	being	almost	hit	from	a	car	
coming	from	a	direc8on	you're	just	not	used	to—you	automa8cally	fall	back	into	
your	habitual	pa`erns.		

Trust	me:	for	the	rest	of	that	trip	in	Ireland	I	always	looked	to	the	right,	not	to	the	
le\.	But	what	it	took	was	a	very	clear	reminder	that	I	needed	to	do	something	
different	here	than	what	I	had	been	doing	up	un8l	that	point	in	8me.	Habits	are	
exactly	like	that.	They’re	powerful	responses	deeply	engrained	in	our	lives.i	As	



followers	of	Jesus,	we	know	the	importance	of	our	habits	as	they	give	shape	to	
and	express	our	faith.	When	we	combine	a	habit	with	our	faith,	they	become	
those	responses	that	really	do	express	our	souls,	that	really	do	form	us	and	shape	
us	and	ground	us	in	our	faith.	That's	why	Ruth	Haley	Barton	calls	them	the	
spiritual	rhythms	that	really	do	shape	our	lives.	It's	why	Richard	Foster—back	in	
the	1970s—called	them	the	spiritual	disciplines	that	direct	our	days.	And	it’s	why	
you	go	back	into	the	ancient	church	you'll	see	that	habits	are	really	a	rule	of	life	
that	shape	our	souls	in	community.	

The	simple	reality	is	this	is	what	I	long	for	in	the	church	that	I	a`end.	This	is	what	I	
long	for	in	all	of	our	CBWC	family	of	churches:	that	we	would	be	at	people	who	
would	be	known	for	our	habits,	the	habits	that	in	fact	ground	us	in	our	faith	and	
keep	bringing	us	back	to	Jesus	again	and	again	and	again.	That	we	would	be	a	
family	of	faith	so	focused	on	Jesus	Christ	that	he	would	permeate	everything	and	
would	be	the	reason	for	all	that	we	do	and	all	that	we	are	known	for.	I	believe	that	
we	can	get	there,	I	really	do,	if	we're	simply	willing	to	pursue	the	habits	that	the	
brand-new	church	had	in	Acts	2:42.		

Now,	Acts	chapter	2	tells	this	incredible	story	of	how	the	Holy	Spirit	came	fulfilling	
prophecy.	In	the	Old	Testament	Joel	had	prophesied	that	one	day	God	would	pour	
out	His	Spirit	on	the	young,	the	old,	slave,	the	free,	male	and	female—that	old	
men	would	dream	dreams	and	young	men	would	have	visions.	And	all	of	that	was	
fulfilled	on	the	day	of	Pentecost	when	the	Spirit	came	and	was	poured	out,	
keeping	the	promise	that	Jesus	made	that	He	would	send	the	counselor,	the	
comforter,	the	Holy	Spirit.	And	I	love	the	various	pictures	of	this	that	are	depicted	
in	various	ways	by	various	ar8sts.		

What	I	love	about	this	is	you	have	the	Spirit	that	gets	poured	out,	Peter	stands	up	
and	preaches,	3000	people	come	to	faith	that	day	and	yield	their	lives	to	the	
lordship	of	Jesus	Christ.	I	love	the	fact	that	we're	now	looking	at	the	explosion	of	
the	Church	in	the	book	of	Acts.	And	the	ques8on	that	is	obvious	is	what	do	you	do	
with	3000	brand-new	believers?	How	do	you	disciple	3000	people?	Acts	chapter	
2:42	to	47	provides	a	summary	of	what	that	New	Testament	discipleship	looks	
like.	It	provides	for	us	this	incredible	descrip8on	of	the	prac8ces	of	spiritual	
forma8on	that	gave	shape	to,	expressed	and	grounded	the	New	Testament	
Church.	



Verse	42	in	par8cular	provides	us	with	what	I	like	to	think	of	as	an	opportunity	to	
rediscover	some	Christ-centred	habits.	That's	why	I	invite	you	to	join	me	as	we	
look	this	way	back	to	the	New	Testament	as	we	“look	this	way”	at	some	Christ-
centred	habits,	as	we	“look	this	way”	in	a	day,	in	an	age,	in	a	8me	when	we	need	
some	new	habits	and	some	new	prac8ces	to	bring	us	through	a	rapidly	changing	
world.	

	

Here	is	how	verse	42	reads	in	two	different	transla8ons:	the	New	Interna8onal	
Version	and	the	New	American	Standard.	The	NIV	says,	“they	devoted	themselves	
to	the	apostles’	teaching	and	to	the	fellowship,	to	the	breaking	of	bread	and	to	
prayer.”	The	New	American	Standard,	which	bills	itself	as	a	more	literal	transla8on,	
reads,	“they	were	con8nually	devo8ng	themselves	to	the	apostles’	teaching	and	
to	fellowship,	to	the	breaking	of	bread	and	to	prayer.”	And	what	I	want	you	to	
no8ce	is	I've	deliberately	italicized	a	word	or	two	in	both	of	those	verses	from	
both	of	those	transla8ons,	to	get	us	to	understand	that	this	one	word	in	the	
original	language,	the	Greek,	really	sets	the	tone	for	the	en8re	verse	and	
condi8ons	everything	that	follows	it.		

It	is	a	very	unique	word,	and	so	first	let's	“look	this	way”	and	no8ce	that	
discipleship	is	really	about	our	habits.	The	word	“devoted”	in	the	NIV	or		
“con8nually	devo8ng”ii	in	the	New	American	Standard	come	summer	very	specific	
Greek	word	that	implies	steadfast	faithfulness	or	single-minded	fidelity,	or	
consistently	prac8cing	something.	It's	a	word	that's	used	six	8mes	in	the	book	of	
Acts,iii	where	it's	translated	in	various	ways.	In	chapter	one,	where	we	see	the	
disciples	in	the	upper	room	praying,	wai8ng	as	Jesus	asked	them	to,	the	phrase	
that's	used	in	the	NIV	is	that	they	were	constantly	in	prayer.	That	word	
“constantly”	is	the	same	word	that	gets	translated	“devoted”	in	Acts	2:42.		

Again	in	Acts	6:4,	where	we	encounter	the	apostles	who	are	facing	a	very	real	
problem	of	the	needs	of	some	widows	in	their	midst.	And	as	part	of	the	response	
to	solve	the	problem,	they	create	a	subset	of	servants	to	address	the	need	of	the	
widows.	And	the	apostles,	in	their	explana8on	of	why	they	were	doing	so,	said	
that	they	wanted	to	con8nue	to	give	their	a`en8on	to	the	ministry	of	the	word	
and	prayer.	That	phrase	“give	our	a`en8on	to”	is	the	same	phrase	that	gets	
translated	as	“constantly”	or	“devoted.”	It's	a	word	that	gets	translated	in	different	
ways	in	different	contexts	but	it	very	clearly	means	that	we	are	steadfastly	



devoted	to	something,	that	we	persistently	prac8ce	something,	or	as	one	of	my	
favorite	Bible	translators	puts	it,	we	obs8nately	do	something.iv	And	I	love	that	
transla8on	for	two	very	simple	reasons	one	or	more	than	one	occasion	in	my	life	
I've	been	called	obs8nate,	and	I	like	the	reminder	that	obs8nance,	rightly	applied,	
is	a	good	thing	for	our	souls.	And	secondly,	candidly,	knowing	our	CBWC	churches	
the	way	I	do,	I	know	that	we	have	more	than	our	fair	share	of	obs8nate	people	in	
our	midst.	And	so	here's	a	way	for	those	of	us	who	are	known	for	our	
stubbornness	to	apply	it	in	a	posi8ve	way	to	our	faith.	

When	we	persistently	prac8ce	something,	when	we	ground	ourselves	in	
something,	when	we	come	back	and	just	keep	doing	something,	rightly	applied	to	
our	faith	in	the	expression	of	our	soul,	this	is	a	good	and	wonderful	gi\	from	God	
that	grounds	us	in	our	faith	and	gives	us	a	framework	for	expressing	our	soul.	
Now,	that	word	condi8ons	all	four	of	the	ac8vi8es	that	follow	in	verse	42.		

So	what	did	the	New	Testament	Church	habitually,	persistently	or	obs8nately	do?	
Well,	let's	“look	this	way”	and	recognize	that	they	habitually	focused	on	the	
apostles’	teaching.	The	truth	is,	is	that	we	have	no	precise	clarity	about	what	the	
apostles’	teaching	looked	like	or	what	it	actually	means.	There	are	some	strong	
ideas,	of	course,	and	people	point	to	the	Apostles’	Creed,	which	is	very	helpful.	It	
gives	us	a	great	comprehensive	understanding	of	what	was	important	to	the	New	
Testament	Church.	Other	individuals	make	the	argument	that	1	Corinthians	15	and	
Paul's	descrip8on	of	the	resurrec8on	of	Christ	in	its	implica8on	again	becomes	
very	much	founda8onal	for	what	the	Apostolic	teaching	was	all	about.	But	the	
simple	truth	is	that	we	really	don't	have	any	singular	passage	in	the	book	of	Acts	
or	any	other	New	Testament	le`er	where	there's	universal	agreement	that	this	is	
the	totality	of	Apostolic	teaching.	But,	what	I	want	to	suggest	to	us	is	this:	beyond	
a	shadow	of	a	doubt,	apostolic	teaching	was	all	about	Jesus.	It	was	Christological.	
It	was	Christocentric.	It	just	kept	coming	back	to	Jesus.	When	we	read	the	New	
Testament.	it's	really	hard	to	miss	that.	

Stop	and	consider	with	me	for	just	a	moment	how	o\en	Paul	and	Peter	and	John	
reference	Jesus	in	all	their	New	Testament	le`ers,	or	just	remember	with	me	the	
incredible	descrip8ons	of	the	love	of	Jesus	Christ	in	Romans	chapter	8	or	the	
powerful	descrip8ons	of	Jesus	in	Philippians	2	or	Colossians	1.	Stop	and	
remember	with	me	how	the	en8re	book	of	Hebrews	carries	the	theme	of	Jesus	
Christ	is	greater	than	all	of	every	single	part	of	the	Old	Testament.	Christ	



supersedes	all	of	them.	Or	stop	and	reflect	with	me	for	just	a	moment	how	the	
opening	words	of	the	Book	of	Revela8on	tells	us	that	this	is	a	revela8on	of	Jesus	
Christ.	And	we	put	it	all	together	I	think	what	the	Apostolic	teaching	is	all	about	is	
it	something	that	brings	us	back	again	and	again	and	again	to	Jesus	Christ.	

That	word	“teaching”	in	the	original	language	could	easily	be	translated	“doctrine”
v	which	is	a	word	that	has	mixed	responses	in	2022,	but	the	reality	is	this:	whether	
you	feel	good	about	that	word	or	not	the	simple	reality	is	I	hope	and	pray	you	feel	
good	about	Jesus	and	I	hope	and	pray	that	you	truly	understand	that	the	point	of	
grounding	ourselves	in	the	Scriptures,	in	the	Word	of	God,	is	that	they	bring	us	
back	central	to	Jesus	Christ	every	single	8me.vi,vii		

Why	am	I	emphasizing	this	so	much?	Because	we	live	in	a	8me	when	a	lot	of	
people	want	to	subs8tute	all	kinds	of	things	for	Jesus.	Let	me	give	you	an	example.	
In	my	role	as	a	regional	minister,	I	o\en	get	to	travel	to	many	of	our	churches.	And	
when	I	go	into	our	healthy,	vibrant,	thriving	churches	I	will	o\en	encounter	a	
member	of	the	congrega8on	who	will	come	to	me	and	say,	“Larry,	this	church	is	
going	to	be	OK	as	long	as	we	have	Pastor	So-and-so.”	Now,	every	8me	I	hear	that,	I	
have	a	mixed	response.	On	the	one	hand	I	am	thrilled	that	they	are	so	encouraged	
and	delighted	in	their	rela8onship	with	the	pastor	of	the	church.	But	on	the	other	
hand,	every	8me	I	hear	that	I	cringe.	I	cringed	the	same	way	that	I	cringed	when	I	
was	a	pastor	of	a	local	church	and	people	of	that	church,	as	well-meaning	as	they	
were,	said	Larry	as	long	as	we	have	you,	we're	going	to	be	OK.	Ah,	thank	you	for	
that	encouragement.	But	please	understand,	it's	not	about	me.	It's	not	about	the	
pastor	you	love.	It's	about	Jesus.	He	is	the	one	that	we	follow.		

You	see,	it's	easy	for	us	to	subs8tute	all	kinds	of	things	for	Jesus	Christ.	And	I	
believe	that	our	hearts,	our	need,	our	soul	cries	out	for	us	not	to	follow	a	person,	
not	to	follow	a	set	of	doctrine,	not	to	follow	an	experience,	but	to	follow	our	Lord	
and	Saviour	Jesus	Christ.	We	are	followers	of	Him.	One	of	my	favorite	Bap8st	Bible	
teachers	is	Beth	Moore.	And	I	recognize	that	Beth	has	announced	that	she's	
leaving	the	Southern	Bap8st	Conven8on,	but	she	s8ll	she	is	s8ll	a	great	Bap8st	
teacher.	And	Beth	Moore	had	this	to	say:	“we	are	Jesus-followers,	meaning	we	
follow	Jesus	and	do	the	works	He	did,	with	the	heart	for	people	He	had.”viii	We	are	
followers	of	Jesus,	meaning	we	follow	Him	and	do	the	works	He	did	with	the	heart	
for	people	He	had.	I	think	Beth	nailed	it.		



That	is	why	obs8nately,	persistently,	habitually	coming	back	to	the	Scriptures,	to	
the	apostles	teaching’	grounds	us	in	Jesus	and	keeps	us	on	the	path	of	being	his	
follower.	It's	my	convic8on	that	being	devoted	to	the	apostles	teaching	will	always	
keep	us	there.	

Secondly	let's	recognize	that	we	also	need	to	“look	this	way”	to	a	new-old	way	of	
doing	things	because	the	New	Testament	church	habitually	made	sure	that	they	
were	in	the	fellowship.	The	Greek	word	“Koinonia,”	which	is	translated	as	
fellowship,	is	used	19	8mes	in	the	New	Testament.	Only	once	by	Luke,	and	it's	
here.ix	The	word	“Koinonia”	literally	means	fellowship,	and	it	has	this	sense	of	
commonality	to	it	that	you	can't	miss.	In	the	text	we’re	looking	at	the	verse	42	of	
Acts	2,	it	has	the	defini8ve	ar8cle	that	also	appears	in	front	of	the	word	
“Koinonia.”	In	other	words,	“the	fellowship”	is	the	way	it	literally	reads.	And,	
therefore,	I	believe	it	is	referring	to	a	specific	type	of	fellowship:	a	fellowship	that	
is	built	around	people	who	know,	love,	and	persistently	prac8ce	following	Jesus.	

Our	common	ground,	my	friends,	is	Jesus	Christ.	And	there's	something	unique	
and	dis8nc8ve	about	the	“Koinonia”	that	we	get,	the	commonality	of	experience	
in	fellowship	when	we	come	together	with	people	who	are	also	following	Jesus	
that	you	just	cannot	get	anywhere	else.	It's	not	the	same	as	the	fellowship	that	
you	get	on	the	golf	course,	in	a	book	club,	at	the	gym,	at	the	art	club,	or	even	the	
local	pub,	although,	trust	me,	I	love	all	those	fellowships	and	cherish	them.	But	
the	fellowship	being	described	here	in	Acts	2:42	is	a	unique	fellowship	of	people	
who	know	and	are	pursuing	Jesus	together.	

I	want	to	suggest	that	it's	not	a	coincidence	that	at	the	same	8me	as	some	people	
consider	regular	church	a`endance	and	fellowship	to	be	op8onal—something	
that	you	can	skip	if	you	truly	need	to	or	want	to	or	have	a	be`er	op8on—that	we	
also	find	ourselves	with	the	growing	number	of	followers	of	Jesus	with	a	very	
limited	understanding	of	what	it	means	to	follow	Him.	The	two,	I	believe,	are	
directly	connected.	Pastor	and	author	Glenn	Packiam,	who's	wri`en	a	wonderful	
book	called	The	Resilient	Pastor	and	who	ministers	in	Colorado,	has	this	to	say:	
“evangelicals	are	fond	of	saying	that	going	to	church	doesn't	make	you	a	Chris8an.	
True	enough,	but	perhaps	in	emphasizing	personal	faith	we've	forgo`en	what	the	
first	centuries	Chris8ans	knew:	It	takes	a	church	to	make	a	Chris8an.”x	It	takes	a	
church	to	make	a	Chris8an.	Friends,	if	you	want	to	grow	in	your	faith	and	be	
known	as	a	follower	of	Jesus,	you	need	to	be	part	of	a	church.	You	need	to	



regularly	engage	in	church	fellowship,	for	God	uses	that	to	mold	and	shape	your	
soul	and	to	ground	you	in	Jesus	Christ.		

And	so	I	encourage	you	to	do	what	the	New	Testament	Church	did	persistently,	
habitually,	obs8nately.	Let's	come	back	to	the	apostles’	teaching,	let's	come	back	
to	the	fellowship	we	can	have	in	Christ	Jesus	in	our	local	church	gatherings,	and	
thirdly	let's	recognize	that	we	also	need	to	“look	this	way”	and	recognize	and	
remember	that	they	habitually	par8cipated	in	the	breaking	of	bread.	

I	want	to	be	clear	that	I	am	not	a	New	Testament	scholar,	I	understand	a	li`le	bit	
of	New	Testament	Greek	New	Testament	theology	and	I'm	definitely	not	someone	
who's	got	his	PhD	in	New	Testament	Greek.	But	I	do	need	to	be	clear	there's	some	
debate	about	what's	being	referenced	here	in	this	phrase.	Some	people	think	that	
the	phrase	“breaking	bread”	is	referring	to	what	we	would	call	the	Lord’s	Supper	
or	Communion,	and	others	think	that	this	is	a	basic	hospitality,	where	you're	
having	a	meal	together	with	other	people	who	are	followers	of	Jesus	Christ.	I	want	
to	suggest	that	in	the	passage	that	we're	looking	at	there	is	a	crucial	dis8nc8on	
that	we	need	to	take	note	of,	and	we	can	see	that	dis8nc8on	by	comparing	2	
verses.	

If	we	compare	verse	42	and	verse	46,	and	again	I've	italicized	the	things	I	want	you	
to	take	note	of,	we	see	what	I	think	is	helpful	to	understand	the	debate.	Verse	46	
says,	“every	day	they	con8nued	to	meet	together	in	the	temple	courts.	They	broke	
bread	in	their	homes,	and	they	ate	together	with	glad	and	sincere	hearts.	Verse	42	
says,	“they	devoted	themselves	to	the	apostles’	teaching	and	to	the	fellowship,	to	
the	breaking	of	bread	and	to	prayer.”	The	same	word	appears	in	both	verses	to	
describe	breaking	bread,	but	verse	42	also	carries	the	word	“the,”	which	verse	46	
does	not.	I	believe	that	the	addi8on	of	the	word	"the"	dis8nguishes	that	reference	
from	the	other.		Therefore,	I	suggest	that	verse	46	is	talking	about	basic	hospitality	
like	having	a	meal	together,	but	verse	42,	with	the	addi8on	of	the	word	“the,”	is	
referencing	the	Lord’s	Supper.		

Just	as	the	apostles’	teaching	is	about	Jesus	and	just	as	our	fellowship	is	based	on	
Jesus,	the	breaking	of	bread	being	referenced	here	is	also	all	about	Jesus.	What	
about	Jesus?	Well,	besides	the	regular	reminder	that	our	faith	is	rooted	in	the	
price	that	He	paid	with	His	body	and	his	blood,	I	believe	that	the	simple	most	



fundamental	point	is	that	we	need	to	remember	Him.	A\er	all,	Jesus	said,	“this	do	
in	remembrance	of	me.”xi		

Why	is	that	important?	Because	we	quickly	forget	that	the	supper	is	about	Jesus	
and	not	about	us.	I	have	personally	struggled	through	the	last	few	years	as	most	of	
our	churches	changed	their	prac8ces	around	the	Lord’s	Supper	to	protect	the	
most	vulnerable	in	our	midst.	Many	of	our	churches	went	to	prepackaged	
Communion	elements	to	limit	the	possibility	of	transmi_ng	a	virus.	I	understand	
that.	I	support	that.	I'm	in	agreement	with	that.	I	know	why	the	change	was	made.	
But,	candidly,	I	struggled	with	how	sterile	all	of	those	prepackaged	elements	felt.	
Rather	than	having	a	plate	passed	from	person	to	person	symbolizing	our	
connec8on	as	a	family,	rather	than	all	par8cipa8ng	from	one	common	plate,	
instead	we	picked	up	our	sterile	package	as	we	entered	the	sanctuary	where	we	
sat	by	ourselves	and	went	through	the	process	of	remembering	Jesus.		

But	even	greater	struggle	for	me	however	was	how	many	people	complained	
about	that.	How	o\en	I	complained	about	that.	About	how	hard	those	packages	
were	to	open,	about	how	bad	those	elements	tasted.	All	of	which,	by	the	way,	are	
about	me,	us,	our	preferences,	and	nothing	whatsoever	about	Jesus.	CBWC	family	
that	I	love,	please	hear	me:	New	Testament	discipleship	is	all	about	Jesus.	And	the	
regular	prac8ce	of	breaking	bread	and	drinking	the	cup	as	a	family	of	faith	
grounds	us	in	the	crucial	truth:	we	need	His	grace	we	need	to	remember	what	
He's	done	for	us,	and	remember	that	we	are	His,	and	remember	that	He	is	with	us	
and	for	us—regardless	of	how	the	elements	that	remind	us	of	Him	are	served	to	
us.	

That	brings	us	to	the	4th	and	final	thing	that	we	need	to	persistently,	habitually,	
obs8nately	ground	ourselves	in.	Let's	“look	this	way”	and	take	note	that	they	
habitually	prayed.	we	need	to	note	that	the	original	language	again	has	the	
defini8ve	ar8cle,	the	word	“the”	that	precedes	the	word	prayer.	And	I	think	it's	
also	good	to	note	that	the	word	“prayer”	itself	in	the	original	language	is	plural.	
“The	prayers”	is	how	a	literal	transla8on	phrases	it.	And	let's	never	forget	that	the	
Early	Church	did	indeed	pray.	And	the	New	Testament	overflows	with	wri`en	
prayers,	and	with	the	descrip8ons	of	how	the	New	Testament	Church	prac8ced	
and	priori8ze	prayer,	with	requests	for	prayer	abounding	in	the	New	Testament	
le`ers.	In	addi8on	the	Didache,	a	church	manual	of	sorts	that	came	into	existence	
some8me	in	the	2nd	century	which	is	brought	to	us	as	the	teachings	of	the	



apostles,	record	wri`en	prayers	for	us	to	use	and	recommend	that	we	in	fact	
prac8ced	the	Lord’s	Prayer,	recite	the	Lord’s	Prayer,	three	8mes	a	day.xii		

I	believe	that	all	of	these	things	point	us	to	a	very	essen8al	central	truth	of	how	
important	prayer	is	for	us	as	followers	of	Jesus.	You	see,	I	believe	that	prayer	is	
essen8ally	verbal	communica8on	and	expression	of	rela8onship,	and	reminds	us	
that	we	need	to	keep	talking	to	our	Lord.	We	pray	in	His	name	because	of	His	
grace.	And	we	can	openly	pour	out	our	hearts	to	God	the	Father,	all	because	of	
Jesus	Christ.	Life-giving	prayer	is	possible	because	of	Jesus	and	flows	from	our	
connec8on	to	Jesus.		

Obs8nately	praying	should	really	be	our	life	goal.	

I	can	think	of	nothing	that	we	need	more	of	right	now	in	most	of	our	churches	my	
observa8on	is	that	fervent	prayer	uproots	the	seeds	of	cynicism	and	sarcasm,	that	
fervent	prayer	brings	with	it	hope	and	love,	that	fervent	prayer	refocuses	our	
hearts	and	our	minds	and	our	souls	not	on	the	problems	we’re	trying	to	solve	but	
on	the	One	that	we're	asking	to	help	us	solve	our	problems.	We	come	back	to	
Jesus	again	and	again	and	again.	Therefore	I	believe	that	we	need	to	pray	
regularly.	So	let's	“look	this	way”	the	way	the	New	Testament	church	prayed	and	
re-root	ourselves	in	life-giving	prayer	to	Jesus	Christ.		

Author	Ann	Voskamp,	who	is	one	of	my	favourites	to	read—she	writes	so	
passionately	and	eloquently	about	so	many	things—had	this	to	say	about	fervent	
prayer:	“the	world	needs	prayer	warriors	who	don't	see	prayer	as	the	least	we	can	
do	but	the	most	we	can	do—and	then	literally	get	down	on	their	knees	and	pray	
us	through	this	mess.”xiii	

I	think	she	nailed	it,	and	I	believe	that	she's	describing	what	prayer	in	the	New	
Testament	church	looked	like.	And	this	is	what	I	long	to	see	happen	in	our	
churches:	constant,	fervent	prayer	for	the	discerning	and	living	of	these	days.	May	
God	raise	up	in	all	of	our	churches	prayer	warriors	who	will	get	down	on	their	
knees	and	pray	us	through	the	mess	of	these	days.	

So,	CBWC	family	that	I	love	and	I	am	blessed	to	serve,	what	do	we	do	with	this	
reminder	from	Acts	2:42?	When	we	were	traveling	in	Ireland	a	new	habit	was	
needed,	and	reminders	like	look	this	way	kept	us	safe,	forced	us	into	new	habits	
and	helped	us	to	adjust	to	some	new	cultural	reali8es.	My	friends,	we	all	



recognize	that	we	are	facing	some	new	cultural	and	ministry	reali8es.	I	believe	it's	
8me	for	some	of	us	to	adjust	some	things	in	to	renew	some	simple	habits.		

Please	join	me	in	recognizing	an	ac8ng	on	this	simple	reminder	to	“look	this	way”	
and	let's	focus	on	the	apostles’	teaching	because	it	grounds	us	in	Jesus	Christ.	
Let's	make	sure	that	we	are	in	fellowship	with	those	who	are	following	Jesus.	Let's	
regularly	break	bread	together	and	remember	our	life	of	faith	is	all	because	of	
Him.	And	let's	pray	with	fervency,	knowing	that	He	is	the	one	who	has	the	answers	
we	seek.	This	is	my	heart,	my	hope,	my	prayer	for	our	family	of	faith	that	we	
would	obs8nately	ground	ourselves	in	Jesus	in	these	four	ways	and	that	we	would	
be	known	for	simply	being	people	who	follow	Him.	Amen.	

—	
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Loralyn	Lind,	Communion:	

And	so,	we	con8nue	devo8ng	ourselves	to	the	breaking	of	bread.	Canadian	
Bap8sts	of	Western	Canada	are	a	group	of	churches	that	follow	Jesus.	We	bap8ze	
with	joy	in	the	name	of	the	Father,	the	Son,	and	the	Holy	Spirit.	And	we	gather	
regularly	at	this	the	table	of	Jesus.	We	gather	to	be	reminded	of	our	commitment	
to	Jesus	and	to	each	other.	Loved,	we	love.	Forgiven,	we	forgive.	And	we	
remember	his	sacrifice	for	us,	and	we	savor	this	daily	bread,	and	we	look	forward	
to	his	return.	We	are	invited	to	this	table.		

The	table	of	bread	and	wine	is	now	made	ready.	It	is	the	table	of	company	with	
Jesus	and	all	who	love	Him.	So	come	to	this	table,	you	have	much	faith,	and	you	
who	would	like	to	have	more.	You	who	have	been	here	o\en,	and	you	who	have	
not	been	for	a	long	8me.	You	have	tried	to	follow	Jesus	and	you	who	have	failed,	
come.	It	is	Christ	who	invites	us	to	meet	him	here.	

From	1	Corinthians	11:	“For	what	I	have	received	from	the	Lord,	I	also	passed	on	
to	you.	The	Lord	Jesus,	on	the	night	he	was	betrayed,	took	bread	and	when	he	had	
given	thanks	He	broke	it,	and	said,	‘this	is	my	body	which	is	for	you.	Do	this	in	
remembrance	of	me.’	In	the	same	way,	a\er	supper,	he	took	the	cup	saying,	‘this	
cup	is	the	new	covenant	in	my	blood	do	this	whenever	you	drink	it	in	
remembrance	of	me.’	For	whenever	you	eat	this	bread	and	drink	this	cup	you	
proclaim	the	Lord's	death	un8l	he	comes.”	Amen.


